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BANGLADESH 


KILLING OF COLONEL TAHER CONDEMNED, PUBLIC MEETINGS HELD 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 20 Jul 80 p 3 


|[Text) Speakers at a public meeting organised by the Jatiya Samajtan- 
trik Dal (JSD) at Shahid Park Mohammedpur on Friday demanded the repeal 
of Thai-Bangladesh fishing agreement. 


Presided over by Mr Md. Shahjahan the meeting was the part of a week-long 
programme to observe “Taher Day" on July 21. 


They condemned the killing of late Colonel Taher and called upon the 
p ople to forge unity under his ideals for the establishment of the 
e,: oitation free society. 


The meeting was addressed among others by Messrs Kazi Abdus Sattar Wara- 
sat Hossain Belal Iqbal Hossain Khaliquezaman Chowdhury Major (Rdtd) 
Ziauddin and Mr MA Jalil-President of the JSC. [as published] 


Speaking on the occasion Mr M. A. Jalil President of the JSD said that 
his party was determined to establish "people's raj" with a exploitation- 
free society where people could lead life happily. 


He denounced the killing of late Colonel (Retd) Taher and said that he 
was hanged with out proper public trial he said. 


The JSD leader urged the Government to repatriate nonlocals to Pakistan 
and said that those nonlocals who acquired Bangladeshi citizenship should 
be allowed to stay and be properly rehabilitated. 


CSO: 4220 











INDIA 


GANDHI SPEAKS IN DEBATE ON DEFENSE FUNDING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jul 80 pp 1, 9 
{[Text) New Delhi, July 19 


The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, declared in the Lok Sabha today 
that India had never been unreasonable towards its neighbours, but if 
its national interests and security were menaced, it would be forced to 
continue a policy of firmness. 


"We know from where the threats had come in the past," she said replying 
to the debate on demands for grants for the defence ministry. But dangers 
could emerge from other directions also. 


it was not possible to guess what combination of nations might confront 
the country in a future conflict and that called for preparedness for any 
eventuality. 


The Prime Minister said that attempts were being made from outside to 
destabilise the situation in the country taking advantage of the dis- 
turbed conditions in the northeast, giving hopes to some quarters that 
the country's wings can be clipped.” 


On the other hand, the recent developments in Western Asia had brought 
instability nearer home than what could be considered comfortable. All 
these emphasised more than at any time before, the need for self-reliance 
in defence matters, she said. 


The Prime Minister pointed out that India had deliberately adopted a 
policy of not being dependent on any single country for its defence 
supplies. That had given a true underpinning to its non-alignment 
policy. 


In this context, she referred to the seemingly la-ge bulk of India's 
recent defence purchases from the Soviet Union and pointed out that they 
were the aggregate of several agreements on which discussions had been 
going on for a long time. 








She said that India could acquire sophisticated planes, ships and tanka 
from abroad but “detence cannot be bought." It was, therefore, that 
self-reliance waa so important for the country. 


laguar Deal 


As regards the Jaguar deal, the Prime Minister said that a memorandum of 
understanding had been concluded with British Aerospace, and India would 
adhere to its terms. She observed, however, that "when the discretion 

lies with us, we shall exercise it in the best interest of the country." 


The Prime Minister was obviously replying to demands made by several Con- 
gress(1) members for a fresh look at the Jaguar deal, 


Mrs Gandhi emphasised the danger of Pakistan acquiring or manufacturing an 
atom bomb in the absence of a mechanism of public accountability in that 
country. She hoped that this would not encourage the Pakistani rulers to 
a policy of confrontation. 


Making this reference after the Pakistani foreign minister's recent 

denial that his country was making an atom bomb, the Prime Minister said: 
"The government is aware of the serious implications of Pakistan acquiring 
nuclear capability. We hope that the government of Pakistan will live 

up to its pledges to develop nuclear power for peaceful purposes only.” 


She said that the recent destabilising developments in west and south- 
east Asia had brought the big power confrontation closer to India. There 
was not a single country which did not feel uncertain about the future. 


"Even the missiles and nuclear stockpiles of the great powers have not 
given them a sense of security." Some years ago there was a realisation 
of the futility of the arms race. This had prompted the search for an 
alternative arrangement with the ultimate objective of reducing arms. 


Recent developments had given a setback to these efforts. The leaders 
of Europe had told her that there was now a distinct possibility of an 
open conflict. The aligned nations, no less than the non-aligned, had 
realised that they had a stake in peace. 


The Prime Minister said that the Indian Ocean had ceased to be an area 
of friendship. An increase in naval power in this region had been going 
on for some time. 


It had dramatically increased since the Iranian and Afghan developments. 
The military build-up on Diego Garcia had increased the threat to all 
the littoral countries. 


Mrs Gandhi pointed out that events in Afghanistan, including the arms and 
encouragement given to insurgents, no less than the induction of Soviet 
troops in that country had created serious instability "to close for our 
comfort." 











She then went on to add that whatever might be happening in Afghanistan 
wid no matter how unpalatable to some these events might be, the, "do not 
provide sufficient reason to jettison detente,” 


"| shall like to appeal to all great powers to act with responsibility 
that their own military capabilities enjoin upon theme-that they o anait 
afford to make errors of judgment or to act rashly,” she said, 


‘ve Prime Minister pointed out that India's effort had been to pull 

back the ble powers from the brink of a fighting war to the path of peace- 
ful negotiations convince them that there was no problem that could not 

be resolved through discussions. That had been the rationale of India's 
policy on Afghanistan. 


She said that attempts were being made from outside also to destabilise 
the situation in the country. There was interference in the internal 
aftairs of the country through satellite surveillance and other means. 
The agitation in northeast had put ideas in the minds of some people 
“hoping that the ccuntry's wings will be clipped." 


This only gave relevance to the ef‘orts for self-reliance, If the 
country's defences were weak it would only encourage machinations from 
outside. 


She said that it was ridiculous to suggest that the country's defence was 
being neglected and pointed to the fact that she herself had retained the 
defence portfolio. ‘The Prime Minister retains a certain portolio when 
the government atteches special importance to the subject.” 


The Prime Minister said that the maximum emphasis would have to be given 
to attaining self-reliance. She would not say that the country had 
reached the goal, but enormous progress had been made in certain spheres. 





Nuclear Issue 


She referred to the successful launching of SLV-3 and said India had 
started making an effort in that direction at a very late stage. Quot- 
ing from "Alice in Wonderland”, she said: "We have to keep running merely 
to stay in our place while others are racing ahead. We have hardly made 
a beginning.” 


She reiterated india's policy of developing nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes and obviously replying to members who demanded that India should 
launch upon a programme of making nuclear weapons, said that the impor- 
tant question was whether one or two bombs would  erve as a deterrent. 


She nevertheless made it clear that the country reserved the right for 
its scientists to develop nuclear technology. Defence scientists would be 
encouraged towards attaining self-reliance, she said and referred in this 
context to the antiquated administrative procedures which dampened the 








inhovat ive 4J irit ‘ A L4 ii ' tj oe | na < = a et A ih | et SULLY — 
ashe remarked, 
She disclosed that the -etence scientists and production units had 


successfully developed a light armoured helicopter and were working on 
the building of a new battle tan 


Tr 


"The best way to win a war is to prevent it," Mrs Gandhi mid and empha- 
Sised the need for maximum preparedness, which did not preclude the pur- 
chase of weapons from abroad to bridge the gap in technology with the 

‘eveloped countries. There could not be any slackness on this account. 


Mrs Gandhi referred to the Janata gover sent's policy of adopting a 
“softer posture’ towards the neighbouring countries and said: "I should 
Like to assert that at no time have we oven unreasonable. But we will 
continue to be firm if our national interest or security is menaced.” 


"We know from where the threats had come in the past, but the dangers 

an emerge from other directions also. We cannot guess what combination 
might confront us in anv future conflict. We must be prepared tor any 
eventuality, she said. 


This was no mean responsibility with over 15,200 km. of land frontiers, 
half a dozen neighbours and 6,000 km. of seacoast open to the entire 
wor ld . 


Reaffirming the government's cvetermination to safeguard the borders, 
Mrs Gandhi said: "We do not ever begin a war. But if anyone plans to 
attack us, we must let them know in unambiguous terms that they will be 


pitted against strong defence forces. 











LNDIA 





MP STRESSES NEED FOR DEFENSE “ANAGEMENT CADRE 


bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jul 80 p 7 


(Text) New Delhi, July 19 (UNIT). “Mr Narain Chand Parashar (Cong-I) urged 
the government in the Lok Sabha today to go in for a specialised cadre for 
defence management as recommended by the administrative reforms commission. 


Speaking in the resumed debate on the defence ministry's demands for 
urants, Mr Parashar said this organ‘s*tional change in the ministry's set 
up was necessary for making an in-depth defence policy. 


Mr Parashar pleaded for a higher quota for the border states in the 
recruitment to the armed forces and to paramilitary forces. He also called 
for the removal of disparities in pensions. 


Mr K, Maya Thevar (DMK) congratulated Indian scientists on their success- 
ful launching of Rohini. Though India was wedded to non-violence, it 
should have adequate military strength to meet those ‘who are maneaters." 
Mr T. S. Negi (DSF) said the personnel of the border security force, 
border roads organisation and other establishments working in close co- 
ordination with the armed forces should be treated either as armed person- 
nel or as civilians. The present confusion about their status should be 
ended. 


Mr R. P. Gaikwad (Congress-I) also commended the achievements of Indian 
scientists. He said that defence should get priority over other minis- 
tries. The Indian army should be adequately equipped. 


Mr Gaikwad joined Mr Parashar in pleading the cause of ex-servicemen. 
Mr Gaikwad felt that there should be a committee ot MPs to keep a close 
watch on resettlement of ex-servicemen. 


Mr N. E. Horo (JKD) drew the government's attention to what he called the 
"meagre representation" to Bihar, West Bergal and several other states in 
the armed forces. 





Mr Shivendra Bahadur S igh (Cong.=!) said in view of the growing insecur- 
ity, the higher provision in the budget for defence was very much 
just it ied ‘ 


Mr M.M. Lawrence (CPIM) blamed the United States tor creating tension in 
the Indian Ocean by establishing a military base on Diego Garcia island. 
He felt that the budget a!location for the navy should be increased. 


Strike Aircraft 


Mr Tariq Anwar (Cong.=-1) suggested that India acquire more powerful 
striking a.rcraft for replacing the Canberra, The government should 
take a final decision on the Jaguar deal. He felt that the MiG-23 was 
a more effective fighter than the Jaguar. 


Mr B. Parulekar (Janata) said India should go in for the atom bomb. 
Exservicemen, he said, deserved better treatment. 


Mrs Nirmala Kumari Saktawat (Cong.-1l) wanted that India should resume 
nuclear explosions and should equip itself with nuclear weapons. The 
government should take steps to rehabilitate all the service personnel 
who retired early. 


Mr Rama Avtar Shastry (CPI) urged the government to extend the bonus 
scheme to all defence employees without any discrimination. 


CSO: 4220 











INDIA 


PARLIAMENT URGED TO RBORGANIZE POLICE PORCE 
bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jul 80 p 7 


|\Text|) New Delhi, July 19 (UNI): Revamping of the police organisation 
for providing adequate security to the people was demanded in the Lok 
Sabha today. 


Initiating the debate on the demands for grante of the he e ministry, Mr 
Dhanik Lal Mandal (LD), a former minister of state for home affaire, 
said there should be a built-in provision in the police act for imme- 
diate dismissal of the policemen involved when a person lost his or her 
honour or life in police custody. 


Mr Mandal said incidents like the one at Baghpat tarnished the name of the 
entire police organisation. “The people have lost confidence in the 
police,” he added. 


Mr Baleshwar Ram (Cong-!) said sany “undesirable elements” had infiltrated 
into the police during the Janata regime. Those eiements were now giving 

a bad name to the police and the government. Some newspapers and magazines 
were publishing exaggerated news. They were party to a conspiracy to 
defame the government. Stern action should be taken against such newa- 
papers, he demanded. 


Mr H. C. Rawat (Cong-!) said the economic policies pursued by the Janata 
Party had resulted in a serious law and order situation. 





The present home minister was trying his best to rectify the situation. 
But it would take time. The opposition was trying to make political capi- 
tal out of the Baghpat incident. 


Mr Rawat charged that in Tripura lende distributed to tribals under the 
20-point programme were taken away by the Marxist government and dis- 
tributed to its own followers. 


Mr Niren Ghosh (CPM) charged that US imperialists were “fishing in troubled 
waters” of Asam whose own administration also was in league with the 
agitators. 











Me W. OR, L. Bhagat (Conge!) strongly pleaded for the use of MISA against 
blackemarketere, tax evaders, rapiate, dacoite and other anti-social 


elements, He sought the co-operation of the opposition in solving such 
soc loweconemls problems, 


“re Usha Choudhury (Cong-!) said the country needed an ideological revo- 


lution te build 4 new society. The opposition should aleo cooperate in 
this task, 











INDIA 


INDUSTRY MINISTRY REPORTS ON INDUSTRIAL GROWTH 
New Delhi PATRIOT in Pnelieh 11 Aug 80 pp i, 7 


(Text!) The investment climate in the country has picked up during the 
last six months, saye PTI quoting the data pertaining to industrial 
growth released by the Minister of State for Industry on Sunday, 


There hae been an increase of 41 per cent in the number of lettere of 
intent tesued during January-June, 1980, as compared to the ones 
tesued during the corresponding period last year, eaye an official 
prese release. 


There hae aleo been an increase of 19 per cent in the number of indue- 
trial licences issued during thie period, 


The pick up in the induetrial clima.* is aleo reflected in the approvais 
accorded by the capital goode committee for import of capital goods. 
Approvals during January-July thie year were of the order of Re 

185.51 crores a8 againet Re 133.91 crores during the corresponding 
period last year--thue showing an increase of 39 per cent. 


Another positive indicator of a pick up in the inductrial climate is 

the phenomena! growth in licences and registrations in the medium scale 
sector. Following the reduction in the period of registration of mediur- 
scale unite from 45 daye to 7 dave three months ago, there has been an 
increase of 37 per cent in number of registrations and licences issued 
to the medium ecale sector. 


Disbursement of credit by financial inetitutions, another indicator of 
the investment trend, aiso shows « significant increase. During the 
firet quarter of 1980, for which information is available, total dis- 
bureements were of the order of Re 264 crores, compared to Re 175 
crores during January-March, 197°, registering an increase of 50.7 per 
cent. 


The improving investment climate coupled with efforte to streamline 
infrastructure facilities ie likely to have a salutary impact on indus- 
trial production. 


The latest index of industrial production was obtained through a quick 
estimate made by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) touched 147 
in May this year, against 142.6 in the preceding month and 146.4 in 
May last year. 


CSO: 4220 

















INDIA 


PRAGUE OFFICIAL REVIEWS CZECH<-INDLAN TRADE 


THE HINDU in English 11 Aug 80 p 8 
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INDIA 


REPORTS DETAILS OF ROHINI SATELLITE LAUNCH 
SLV Rocket Used 


HINDU’ 


HE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 19 Jul 80 p 1 
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Dr Dhawan 
facilities at 


said the egiating 
SIAM were augmen 


ted and ew tacilities vere com 
Missioned in connec tien with the 
launeh All aveteme in the com 
pies such as the launch pad with 
launeher. tame cOdling ss rtem 
hietm Rowse and vehicle interrs 
tion building “were commissioned 


in time te support the Misia: 
The latest in onpulers were 
employed for real time processing 


o' tenals beamed from the satel 
ite ow gifdliiog the giohe = at 
the speed of DW kim an hour 
The compulers would receive the 
eotire tevemetry data in feel lime 


ior pr ing 

vr wan e@aplained that 
these uipment bad been over 
led af SHAR since) tt would be 
the main wracking slation for the 
Koni satellite 

lwmediately afier the launcn 
the ground station at Car Nicober 
ricked up some Sidhals bul sine 
the station Wat Hot 4 powertul 
one. ISRO selentiste had w wait 
till the satellite skirted ‘Trivan 
drum ‘ Y stations tike the 
space Application Centre at Ah- 
medabad would siso be ip touch 
Ranging and comMand operations 
were being carried oul regularly 
for deterMining the orbit (ony 
thing Detween 266 and 400 kins) 
and maintaining the «pacecro(t at 
optimum orerating condition 

Asked for the causes that se 
cotsito ted stponement of the 
launch. Dr Dhawan «aid. “During 


space scientists or their ,vcecess 


ful launching of the = Satellite 
Launch Vehicle SLV-3) which 
she described a: « notable ach 
ie. ement 

VWrw Gandht ‘informed the Lok 
Sabha in the afternoon adout the 
sucreseful launc® ahd member 
joined Ser in congratulating the 
scientists and «isthog them rut 
ther success 

Mrs Gandhi said that the 
launch vehicle oSlaced » 1% ke 
India stellite. Ronin FR or 
bit round the eart! The ,atellle 
vould orbit the earth aprox 


mately once every W Minu'es 


Yrs Gandhi said that tbe four 
stagce all solid propellant vehicle 





the countdown, ouf engineets de 
te ted af @leetrleal afad when 
the reehel © ae Placed 6 @ Vert 
cal pesitien Therefore they hud 


to ‘hele of and rercheck the part 


carefully and feplece it with a 
perros. ane hieh agali hae to 
” checked (thoroughly for ite 
periorMat 

"In the second tage of the 
focket the engineer? received 
Signals from the inertial move 
ment «which tndicated that « 


relief valve in one of the control 
Hetemt hed gone owt of order 
and) seeded replacement All thie 
takes time and the countdown 


had to begin sain’ 

De ps | satd that the launch 
wae originally set for ae am 
today but the meteorological te: 
port tt ficated = rain clouds and 
email local showers which covered 
up the area Me emohacised that 
all the checkouta sere carried out 
by computers to ensure absolute 
mweuracy 


PT! reports 

That  vour edatement”, fr 
mares Cree when «a corres: 
pondent seid that today's suctes« 
ful launching of the SLV-3 had 
‘defence potential” 

Reluctant to answer question «5 
defence implications Dr Dhawa 
cnnoeded that a wehicie that coul 
put an obtect into orhit sould be 
ured to hit targete elsewhere in 
the world 


indigenous Effort 


Madras THE HINDU in English 19 11 BO 
‘Text | 
NEW DELHI Jule i? 
The Prime Minister, Mre indira 
Gard today congratulated = the 
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The total cost of the SLY 
—* * an Ss | launch bad 
present expe fila a 
com ebout Re i crore 


had been developed in India hy 
indian sclentiste and en ac" 
vente 
w crores, Tie 


The Rohini satellite in orbit 
was iotecded mainiv to mes sure 
the performance parameters of 


the vehicle and was being track: 
ed by the national network. Int 


tial ‘ndieations were that the ve- 
nicle and satellite functioned sa 
titfactorily, she added 

“This 14 a notable echievement of 
India and Indian octence If am 
sure the House will joln me in 


congratulating our wtertiste and 
technicians « the Departmeat o/ 
Space on their achievement. The 
nation is Proud of: them and wi 
a them iv ‘her successes” she 
sa) 

















Sctentiste’ 
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BAINARIKOTA. duly 18 
There was much dratia and ex 
excitement here dure (he leuneh 
ine of the Rehini satellite 
A aroun af IGHO seieniiete, “he 
watched the very tpretsive |i! 
of with tables chalking out the 


timings for the proceedings, | iret 
warmup af second = warmup: 
looked relieved «when the two 


hour-long tension was broken with 
the SLVS blasting 


One could we the tension on 
the ecrentele teces wher Tt te 
came known that the SLL.4 would 
be launched one and @ hell hours 
behind the sehedu time of A 


The launch was held up when 
they sighted felt-bearin, clouds 
hovering over the launching pad 
In fact. the rocket heen co 
vered with epecial material when 
the Sriharike.a fange experienced 
s heavy downpour last nitht as 
the scientiate were midway 
the ay * ‘i a - ib 
heavier downpour coun 
micht have been called of for the 
second time in three days.” the 
—* n, Mr § Dheven 


wale. 
Scientists cried and hugded eich 


Space Program 


16 


Reaction 


jul 80 5G 


other «when the 99 Tmetre-lont 
ahite divetied Torkel Carrying the 
Rohini roared ite the ee leaving 
a long trall of emote « ¢ Gitap 
Poa inte the cloud 


An atray of tired bul jubilant 
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from the Vikram Serabhal Space 
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—3 R. the launch 
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SATELLITE LAUNCH SYSTEMS DEVELOPED AT THUMBA 
Madras THE HINDU in Engliah 22 Jul 80 p 9 


[Text| Trivandrum, July 21. Scientists at the Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre at Thumba and other employees, overjoyed at the success of the 
Rohini, yesterday recalled with pride the contribution made by the 
Centre to the country's triumphant entry into the space age. 


The VSSC's responsibility was to develop the SLV-3 and the launch struc- 
ture. This involved development of four stage motors, inter-stage struc- 
tures, fin tip control (FTC) system, secondary injection thrust vector 
control (SITVC) evatem, reaction control systems (RCS) for second and 
third stage motors, ignition systems for all the stage motors, destruct 
system for firet, second and third stage motors and equipment bay con- 
sisting of inertial measurement unit (IMU), vehicle attitude programmer 
(VAP), sequencer, telecom and package and oth ¢ vehicle electronics. 


The development of these systems was started in 1972, under the leader- 
ship of Dr Brahmaprakash, who was director of the Centre from 1972 to 
1979. The efforts were totally indigenous and during the past seven 
years each of these underwent rigorous ground and environmental tests to 
qualify them for the flight. An elaborate computer-aided checkout system 
was developed and the various systems were fully tested before, during 
and after integration of the vehicle. 


Developments of the first and second stage propellants, insulation system 
and liquid propellants for control rockets were the responsibility of 

Mr M. ®. Kurup, director, chemicals and materials group md general mana- 
ger, chemical facility. The propellant development for the third and 
fourth stage motors, igniters and destruct systems were undertaken by 

Dr V. R. Gowarikar, present director of the Centre. 


The catalyst for the third stage reaction control system, a strategic item, 
was developed by the materials group, under the leadership of Dr M. K. 
Mukher tee, Propulsion design and development of SITVC, RCS-1 and RCS-2 
control systems were carried out by Dr A. E. Muthunayagom, director, 
propulsion group. Avionics including the guidance system were the 
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reaponsibility of Dr &. C. Gupta, director, avionics group Teating, 
evaluation and reliability assesament were entrusted with Mr R Arava- 
mudan, director, system reliability group. 


Behind these groups of scientists was the Project Director, Dr Abdul 
Kalam, who was the main driving force, He had with him project engi- 
neers, Mr Sasikumar (hardware realisation), Mr Abdul Majid (mechanical 
syetems), Mr —. V. S. Nambuthiri (rocket motors), Mr M. S. R. Dev 
(mechanical integiation), Mr V. P. Sandlas (electronics integration 
and vehicle checkout). 


CSO: 6220 
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CPI(M) POLITBURO REVIEWS INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Aug 80 p 4 


[Text] The CIP-M Polit Bureau has made an in-depth review of the 
developments in the international arena, 


The PB meeting, which began in the Capital on Saturday, discussed the 
world situation at length in the light of the talks prominent ideologue 
of the Soviet Communist Party Boris Ponomaryov recently held with 
CPI-M leader Jyoti Basu in Moscow. 


Mr Basu has already submitted a note of his talks in Moscow to the PB. 


The proposal of the Communist Party of China to forge party-to-party 
relations with the CPI-M also figured in the course of the discussions. 
This proposal was lately made during a visit to Peking by CPI-M 
Central Committee member Saro| Mukherjee. 


On Sunday, the PB meeting took stock of the current events in the national 
sphere, with special emphasis onthe situation in Assam and Tripura. Mr 
Basu a PB member attended the meeting on Saturday. He, however, left 

for Calcutta early on Sunday morning. 


Both CPI-M general secretary E M S Namboodiripad and secretary of the 
West Bengal Committee Promode Dasgupta (who could not attend the last 
Central Committee meeting of the party as Mr Namboodiripad had to undergo 
prostate operation and Mr Dasgupta was quite unwell) attended this PB 
meeting. 


A press communique is expected to be issued on Monday outlining the 
party's positions on major international and nation. ues. 


CSO: 4220 
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SENGALTS REPORTED TO LOSE FAITH IN CPI(M) 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 23 Jul 80 p 3 


‘Text! The West Bengal Congress (1) president, Mr Ajit Panja, said in 
Calcutta on Tuesday that his party which had won only about 8% of the 
seats in the first panchayat elections in the State had secured 32% of 
the seats in the panchayat by-elections. The Congress (1) had won 109 
of the 340 seats in Sunday's panchayat by-elections. 


Giving reasons for his party's success, Mr Panja said that "the people 
had lest faith in the CPI(M) because of corruption in the panchayats 
and discrimination in the distribution of food under the Food-for-Work 
programme and loans for artisans." His party, he said, had fought the 
by-election unitedly. The image of Mrs Gandhi was the unifying factor, 
he added. 


Commenting ot the panchayat by-election results the CPI(M) leader, Mr 
Saroj Mukherjee, said that the results, on the whole, had not been un- 
satisfactory. The Left Front which had won about 62% of the seats dur- 
ing the first panchayat elections had secured nearly the same percentage 
of seats in the by-elections. "We expected a further improvement in our 
position through the by-elections but that has not happened," he said. 


Several factors were responsible for this, he remarked. The State commit- 
tee of the Left Front had only laid down certain principles in regard to 
selection of candidates and left everything else conceming the by-elections 
to the Front's district committees. The district committees in turn en- 
trusted the local committees with the responsibility of conducting the 
by-elections. From all this it appeared that the Front workers and 
supporters had adopted a complacent attitude and took the election of 

Front candidates for granted. 


Another reason for better performance of the Congress (I) war that all 
anti-Left votes had gone to that party in the absence of Janata and the 
Congress in the by-elections. He conceded that while the Front workers 
were complacent the Congress (I) had carried on a vigorous campaign 
against the Left Front before the by-elections. As a result the Congress 
(1) had wrenched a few seats from the CPI(M) even in Burdwan. In some 
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other districts, however, the CPL(M) had wrenched a few seats from the 
Congress(l), Mr Mukherjee added, 


An analysis of the final by-election results show that the CPI(M) has 
got 50° ot the seats and the Front, including the Forward Bloe and the 
RSP, has won 56” of all the seats for which the by-elections were hela, 


The Front had got a out 627 of the seats during the first panchayat 
elections two years ago. 
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WRITER DISCUSSES SHEIKP ABDULLAH 'ENIGMA' 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 23 Jul 80 p 14 


[Article by M. L. Kotru] 


[Text } 


SRINAGAR, July 21.—What ts it 
that causes the Kashmir Chief 
Minister, Shetkh Abdullah, to 
occasionally make those odd sound. 
ing statements which take friend 
and foe alike by surprise. Con- 
versely, what is it that the Centre, 
mere Rrecgen the ruling Con- 

I), does which makes the 
heikh frantic and jump up very 
much like the wound lion. 
Take his * outburst against 
the Centre eight Gays ago about 
the same time as the Pakistani 
Ae RB *5 Ar i Sha 
ue Delhi. Anyone 
other than In atk a euilah would 
have thought better of it not to 
Sye? ay "aby on faly 19 here 
Day on + 
= not the Sheikh believes 
——— oe said 2 Tt a4 should 


rstood. 

w what aid he say’? To quote 
him he was merely recalling the 
history of Kashmir beginaire with 
his favourite starting point: the 
sale the East India Company a. 


to Raja G Singh for Rs 75 
lakhs. Talking to this rter on 
the sunbathed lawns of h te 


bungalow just as the family was 
te the nee " the 8 rney 
airport for u 
to New Delhi, the Sheikh said he 
had repeated at the rally the en- 
tire story leading up to “Quit 
Kashmir” movement against the 
Dogra Maharaja, the Pakistani in- 
vasion and the toppling of his 
Government in 1953. 
“All I said was that eternal vigi- 
lance is the price one has to 
to retain one’s freedom.” Was it 
unpatriotic for him to say that 
Kashmiris’ rights could not be 
bartered away’ Would it be wron 
for any Chief Minister to say tha 
the rights of the people of his 
State could not be bartered awav? 
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And in any case, Kashmir har 
had a long history of political 
strug le and it was against this 

roe that the Sheikh a said 
—8 India could not make slaves 
out of Kashmiris. You might atk 
him what made him think tn the 
first place that anyone wanted to 
make slaves out of Kashmiris. The 
Sheikh says a very emotional! per- 
“on will admit candidly that per 
haps he was carried 


that 

on the basis of certain principles 
and certain values which are valid 
even today. We retected Pakistan 
because it stood for certain other 
values such as the two-natior 
theory.” Must we alwavs exp)s!s 
a Pay 3. links with the rest 

are unbrevkat'e 
ind lrorermed | values and pri.- 
ciples? he asks. 

. one would 3 that for 
someone who has been | lities 
for over half a —— the heikh 
a make same faux 

which had = before caused 
misunderstandin between him 
and the Centre. ‘But Sheikh Abdu!. 
las at 76 considers himself one of 
the am of the stalwarts of the 
stru and. therefore. 
has the. right to speak ont hic mind 
once In a while. The Sheikh oro- 
blem, simoly put, is the ego oro- 
tlem as the unquestioned jester 
of Kashmiris he expects oe 
treated. 

It ts against this background 
that the Sheikh wishes his actions 
to be seen. He wants it to be re- 
membered that he has fathered the 
Kachmiri awakening in more re- 
cent years. He seas himself as the 
builder of modern Kashmir a 
monumental ego if thre ever was 
ne and the mischief lies in the 
roung  t tyros of the Congress (1), 

a rootless motley alwavs 
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SHEIKH ADDRESSES NATIONAL CONFERENCE WORKERS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Aug 80 p 4 
[Text] Srinagar, Auge 10, 


Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Sheikh Abdullah has reiterated that 
"Kashmiris will never tolerate their enslavement and indignity”. 


He asserted that the people of Kashmir had earned their freedom and 
honourable place after a prolonged struggle. They are determined to 
protect it. Whosoever tries to play with our freedom and honour shall 
be our enemy. Every Kashmiri will rather give hie life to fight such 
people than tolerate his enslavement and indignity." 


The Sheikh was addressing a rally of the ruling National Conference 
workers at Mujahid Manzil yesterday. Press was not allowed there. 


The rally had been held in connection with the observance of the day when 
the Sheikh was deposed in 195}. 


Referring to this 27 year old event, the Sheikh said “lust for gsoney and 
power overtook some of our colleagues. The result of this was that « 
democratically elected Government was dismissed on the strength of mili- 
tary force and its head thrown into prison without any justification. 


Conditional Accession 


The Sheikh claimed that he was not recalling these developments to 
criticise anybody or to scratch old wounds. "We have to look back to 
understand elements which led to creation of such a situation". 


He recalled that late Maharaja had acceded to the Indian Union “on the 
basis of certain conditions” in 1947. The National Conference had 
endorsed it because the Indian leadership at that time had greatly 
helped our struggle. They also loved our freedom and honour. 


Explaining the background of his downfall six years later, the Sheikh 
said “unfortunately some people in India wanted that Kashmir should 








become 4 part of india like other States, But the National Conference 
wented to go only upto extent specified in the Conetitution, [as pub= 
lished) Such leaders of india considered me to be a hurdle in their 
path, They enticed ay colleagues with money and wine to remove me 

from their way, These attempte culminated in what happened on 9 August, 
1953, 


The people were showered with all serte of favoure and concessions in 
order to erase my name from their minds but these attempts did not suc- 
ceed, he said, “Such selfish people are alwaye present amongst us, 
Today also they are negaged in their attempts. [ae published) They 
want to stake freedom and honour of thie nation for the sake of some 
bottles of wine and few coins”, 


Sub jugation 


The Sheikh called upon the National Conference workers to remain vigilant 
and united againet such attempts, Justifying the ouster of Mirza Afzal 
Bee from the National Conference two years back, he alleged Beg also 
wanted to repeat what othere had done in 1953. 


The Sheikh claimed that "I was stabbed in the back for second time in 
1977 (when Congress withdrew ite legislative support to his Government). 
1 had never betrayed India. We remained steadfast on our commi.ment and 
pledge. We are prepared to meet any challenge to our honour and self- 
respect in future also. We have no quarrel with any country. After 
all we are the people of 4 emall State. Our struggle is only to ensure 
a decent human life for Kashmiris whose prolonged subjugation in past 
had reduced them to status of animale It does not matter whether I cont inue 
to be the Chief Minieter but I quest strive to fulfill the pledges that I 
have madeto the people that their freedom and honour will be protected 
at all costes.” [as published) 
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PRESS PANEL'S TERMS OF REFERENCE ENLARGED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jul 80 p 5 
























sw es 
Lae [ail ili He tie ti 
nar ii ak Le i ft 
b me st il it oe i 
* a a ral ttt Ete nit 


| Text | 


25 

















kes 


*3 * 


Hi ree 


ae 


i is ii aT 





i 


















4220 


cso: 








INDIA 


SPECLAL FORCE TO PROTECT HARIJANS, WOMEN URGED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Aug 80 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The All-India Safai Mazdoor Congress has pointed to the growing 
atrocities on Harijans, advasis and women and urged the Prime Minister 
to set up special central security police force for protecting the back- 
ward sections as well as womenfolk. 


This demand was made in the course of a meeting of the AISMC working 
committee in the Capital, explaining the demand before newsmen on Sunday, 
AISMC president Buta Singh (Union Minister of State for Shipping and 
Transport) said the local police had been found to be unhelpful in pro- 
viding the necessary protection to these sections. 


The resolution embodying the demand blamed ‘feudal and communal con- 
spiracies' for the current spurt in atrocities on Harijans adivasis 
and women. ‘It is regretable that in this conspiracy of the commun- 
alists police as well as officials engaged in the administration are 
openly siding with the anti-Harijan elements. As a result, the life of 
the weaker sections is becoming unbearable’. 


The resolution further demanded reservation of 50 per cent of posts in 
the police for Harijans and called for appointment of special courts to 
expeditiously deal with cases of atrocities on Harijans, ‘so that 
Harijans, especially safai mazdoors and agricultural workers, can live 
in peace, security and with honour as the other citizens’. 


The working committee also exhorted the Government to include the safai 
mazdoors (scavengers) in the Class III cadre of employees. 


Pointing out that the scavengers did not find a place even among Class 
IV employees in the Union Home Ministry's communal roster for reserva- 
tions, Mr Buta Singh said since their work was specialised scavengers 
should be regarded as doing technical job and considered equivalent to 
Class Il employees. Such a status was available to those handling 
urine and stool in laboratories as laboratory attendants. 
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Mr Singh emphasised that these workers comprised the moat downtrodden 


section of the Harijana and it was the duty of the society of ameliorate 
their conditions. 


This involved providing them with uniform pay and minimum wage in al! 
municipal corporations and other local bodies and villages, promot /onal 
avenues, insurance schemes, compulsory education, adult literacy centres 


in their colonies. Improvement of their housing conditions (where 
minimum amenities are absent). 
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RAILWAY USERS, OFFICIALS DISCUSS PROBLEMS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Aug 80 pp 5, 6 


[Excerpts] From the day the first railway train in India steamed out 
of Bombay's Victoria Docks more than a century ago amid the loud 
applause of a vast multitude and to the salute of 21 guns, a gun to 
each mile of the journey, the Indian Railways have come a long way. 


Most of the Railway's 6,000 odd passenger trains continue to be heralded 
by vast multitudes, but the roar of the guns is steadily being silenced 
by the crushing weight of the multiplicity of problems facing the 60,000 
km. network. 


The Railways today are the centre of critical public attention. For 
many years now, they have incurred losses. The business community as 
well as the members of the general public are dissatisfied with the 
services rendered. 


Proposals to close down unremunerative sections have aroused great 
controversy, the morale of the staff is low (at any rate, not high) and 
the unions restive. 


There is a general impression that the Railways have been practically 
crippled, particularly on the freight side. The originating freight 
traffic which was 212 million tonnes in 1976-77 dropped to 194 million 
tonnes in 1979-80. Net tonne kilometres (in million) in 1976-77 was 
144,030 and, although it rose marginally in the following year, ii 
came down to 143,571 in 1979-80. The engine km. per engine day and 
tonne km. per wagon day in 1976-77 and 1978-79 indicate the deteriora- 
tion that has set in. 


To what extent is this deterioration the result of the fault of railway- 
men? What are the external factors that contribute to this poor state 
of affairs? Having got into the mess, what is the remedy for recovery? 
There is no remedy other than taking drastic steps, including substan- 
tial reorganisation of the railway industry and changes at several 
levels, in the view of top railwaymen themselves. 











There are others who say that political interference in the railway 
administration and operation has also contributed to thie kind of near 
collapse and that it is in the political s) \ere the seare!, for the remedy) 
should begin, 


Ex-railway officers who have held high positions in the beard and 
zones say the need of the hour is some kind of a Beeching Plan, (Dr. 
Richard Beeching prepared a plan in the sixties for the British Rail- 
waye to lift them from the deep morass in which they had found them- 
selves), 


The operation of such 4 vast and farflung rail network as the one india 
has is a most complex task--s0 complex that the top railway officials 
are in a poeition to justify many wrongs and it is not easy even for a4 
fairly informed critic to demolish their defence. 


The task before the railwaymen is stupendous, They have projected a 
freight traffic of 300 million tonnes for 1982-83 and a passenger 

traffic (passenger kms. in millions) of 150364 in that year. The 
national Transport Policy Committee expects the Railways to be geared for 
468 billion tonne-kms. (freight) and for a passenger traffic of 520 
billion kme. by the turn of the century. This should give an idea of 

the magnitude of the problem. 


What have been the mistakes committed and what are the lessons to be 
learnt? What should be the broad policy if the Railways are to fulfil the 
tasks expected of them? 


Railwaymen naturally feel inhibited from stating their views in public; 
actually, there is a restriction on public statements by staff except 

by the topmost. In any event, one meets with a certain degree of hesi- 
tancy on the part of senior railwaymen to any suggestion that they should 
speak out on railway policy and on what ails the Indian Railways. 





However, a representative cross-section of railwaymen from the Board 
level to the middle-level managers in the zones and divisions have 
opened up to THE HINDU, soome on record and more in anonymity. [as 
published] A number of retired railwaymen who have held very senior 
positions in the organisation have been less inhibited in making their 
comments, and this applies to a few knowledgeable persons from the cus- 
tomers’ end possessing intimate knowledge of railway operations. 


Wagons: Shortage 6 Sickness 


An almost universal complaint among all classes of users is the inade- 
quate supply of wagons to lift their goods. Apart from an absolute 
shortage of wagons, there is a qualitative downturn of the wagons sup- 
plied. Nor are the wagons of the type suited to customers’ needs. 








for example, the steel plante are not getting in sufficient numbers the 
KC and BKC wagons required for piecemeal despatches of finished steel 
because the Railways have discontinued the acquisition of such wagons, 
Although the Railwaye have designed a new type of OZ wag ous to replace 
KC, no orders seem to have been placed for these. 


Similarly, the coal mines report that on many occasions they have to 
make do with covered wagone for although unsuitable for coal loading, 
they are the ones made available by the Railways for the simple reason 
they happen to have arrived in that area with some other goods. The 
steel plants aleo report that nearly 30 per cent to 40 per cent of the 
wagons that come in with raw materiale and are to be used for back- 
loading turn out to be sick, 


In fact it has been estimated that the overall sickness figure for Rail- 
way wagone has gone up from four per cent in 1976-77 to over eight per 
cent now, with some observers putting the figure at as high as 12 per 
cent. On the other hand, the net additions to the wagon fleet every year 
have been so low that the fleet strength rose from 3.95 lakhs (broad 
gauge) in 1975-76 to about 4.2 lakhs now. This marginally expanded 

fleet has to cater to a vastly increased freight traffic load (from 224 
million tonnes in 1976-79 to an estimated demand of 263 million tonnes 

in the current year.). 


Yet another disturbing feature of the wagon scene is the sharp rise in 
the turnaround time from 13 days in 1976-77 to 15 days now. This means 
that on top of the absolute shortage of wagons, the existing fleet is 
being inefficiently utilised. A significant part of this deterioration 
in turnaround time can be attributed to growing indisicpline in the 
organisation. 


Mr. K. V. Seshadri, Managing Director, Food Corporation of India: 


There are certair peculiarities about the production and consumption 
of foodgrains which have an important bearing on their mcvement. 


First, the bulk of the surplus wheat an‘ quite a bit of the surplus 
rice is produced only by the two small States of Punjab and Haryana 


in the northern region. 


Secondly, while the consumption of wheat has been steadily increasing 
in the South, its production there is neg’ igible due to climatic 
factors, thus necessitating transport of wheat over very long distances. 


Thirdly, due to the unprecedented drought last year, and the large scale 
implementation of the food-for-work programme, there has been a drastic 
depletion of foodgrain stocks i. the deficit States and the demand for 
foodgrains to replenish these stocks has steeply increased. 











We would like to move about 10,5 lakh tonnes per month ex=North, that 

is Punjab and Haryana mainly, to the deficit States all over the country 
and 2,25 lakh tonnes per month from the rice surplus States of A.P., 
Tamil Nadu anc \.P, to Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Weat Bengal and 
Orissa. Untortunately, the Railways have been able to move only abvut 
eight lakh tonnes per month (average) ex-North and one lakh tonner per 
month exSouth, [as published] 


The deficit, particularly steep in the South-South movement, has caused 
avery heavy depletion of stocks in Kerala and a very tight position in 
West Bengal and Orissa, The North-East, of course, with the Assam agita- 
tion, which has paralysed rai) transport in that region, is critically 
short now of foodgrains, especially when there should have been monsoon 
stocking in good times earlier. 


According to the Railways, the steep shortfall in the South-South food- 
grains movement is due to insufficient regeneration of wagons in that 
sector. They want us to send more foodgrains from North to South so that 
this regeneration of wagons can increase in the South. This is not in 
our hands since we are getting inadequate wagons in both the Northern 

and Southern sectors, 


Mr. M. V. V. S. Murthy, Vice-President of the Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, Hyderabad: 


While the Railways blawe the collieries that there is not enough coal to 
offer, the ilatter point out that the Railways never provide enough wagons 
and the outcome of all thie exercise of passing the buck is that indus- 
trialists are compelled to resort to alternative mode of transport for 
getting their coal requirements at exorbitant cost. ‘There is an acute 
shortage of wagons  hroughout the country and a certain priority should 
be given to wagons *.r moving coal so that the coal based industries 

are not starved for want of coal or are forcea to obtain their coal at 
exorbitant prices. 


One finds a general expression of helplessness on the part of the Rail- 
ways in meeting the demands for wagons. Merchants have been complaining 
that some of the indents which have remained unprocessed are as old as 
four months, for the movement of pulses and other foodgrains. At 
Khammam and Warangal, for .ustance, wagons have not been supplied for 
movement of moong ayatust indents placed in January 1980, 


Apart from the delay in getting the wagons, the movement of loaded 
wagons takes enormous time to reach the destination. Rail traffic has 
usually been working on the basis of a time schedule of 24 hours for a 
distance of 100 km. This in itself is painfully s ow compared to lorry 
traffic. Today wagon movement schedule is about 24 hours for 40-50 km. 
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Mr. &. Srinivasan, Chairman, Port Trust, Visakhapatnam: 


Only half our demands are being met by the Railways. We have in the 

port premises imported sulphur, rock phosphate, fertilizer, coking 

coal lying for several months for want of wagons. Our sheds are 

choking full and we cannot unload any more fertilizers. Apart from the 
charges payable to the Port Trust for keeping the goods, the consignee 
has to bear the burden of deterioration in quality of the stored commodi- 
ties and all this naturally will ultimately have to be borne by the 
common consumer, With the cooperation of the Railways in the shape of 
provision of adequate rolling stock, the port can hadle 30 or 40 per 

cent more traffic than at present without any additional investment. 


On the main problem of lifting the imported steel from the various ports, 
a highly placed official of SAIL says: 


"At present about 250,000 tonnes of steel is piled up at the major 
ports and another 80,000 tonnes is under clearance. The main problem 
in the liquidation of the closing stock of buffer import steel is the 
Railways' insistance on movement in rake loads. Not all customers have 
the requisite facilities for receiving rake load suppifes nor can full 
rake loads be allocated to the majority of them. This results in delay 
in the clearance of stocks and SAIL has had to defer shipment of over 
one lakh tonnes under the buffer scheme due to congestion at the port- 
stockyards." 


"It is very essential that the current stock of imported steel at the 
ports should be liquidated before the hold back as well as the newly 
contracted cargo arrives in full measure from August. Further, relaxa- 
tion on the part of the Railways should be necessary to activate wagon 
availability allowing BRSs-Box wagons for piecemeal, half rake-full rake, 
loading particularly at Calcutta, Visakhapatnam and Bombay." 


At Visakhapatnam over 50,000 tonnes of steel and 5000 tonnes of coking 
coal (intended for the steel mills) waiting to be lifted." [as pub- 
lished} 


Why the Bottlenecks 
Mr. R. P. Singh, Director--Traffic, Indian Railways: 


To understand how the present critical wagon situation has come about, 
one has to consider several developments, past and present. In 1975-76 
and 197677, we were able to achieve a peak efficiency of performance, 
enabling a wagon turnaround figure of less than 13 days and were able to 
carry practically all the traffic offered to us. [as published] As a 
consequence, everyone--the Railways, the Planning Commission, the Gov- 
ernment and others--concluded that there was not much point in unneces- 
sarily locking up scarce resources in the purchase of large numbers of 
new wagons. Therefore, over the past three years, the net addition to 
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our wagon fleet has only been of the order of about 2,000 BG wagons per 
year, Thus, our BG wagon fleet atrength increased only marginally from 
995,250 in 197576 to 401,880 in 1978-79, [as published] 


On the other hand, our performance efficiency has not kept up to the 
level of the Emergency years and has been sliding down in the pas’ 
couple of years due to reasons that are too well known, Our wagon 
turnaround time has gone up from 13 days in 197677 to 15 days now. [as 
published] Part of this can be ascribed to the increased indiscipline 
in the Railways, But part of the increase in turnaround time is also 
due to the fact that the average lead distance per wagon has gone up 
from 677 km, in 1976-77 to 745 km, in 1979-80, i.e., an increase of 10 
per cent. Of course, the lead had increased more for commodities requir- 
ing covered wagons such as foodgrains, fertilizers, cement and petroleum 
products than for other bulk goods like coal, steel and raw materials to 
steel plants, 


Why has the lead increased and what has been the consequence of this 
increase? In foodgrains it is because of the unprecedented drought last 
year and the shooting up in demand from W. Bengal, Orissa and Kerala the 
areas farthest from the surplus States of Punjab and Haryana. Now, 

the Eastern sector which caters to about 60 per cent of the total 

traffic carried by the Railways is notorious for its inefficiency, power 
system breakdowns and labour indiscipline. So, the return of the covered 
foodgrain wagons from Lis sector becomes a delayed affair. On top of 
this, a large nimber--aroi.cd 4000--of our wagons are stuck up for the 
past many months in the Northeast sector due to the Assam agitation, 


Again, this heavy traffic of foodgrain wagons to the Eastern sector 
creates bottlenecks or traffic jams in an area that is already con- 
gested with the moovement of coal, raw materials to steel plants and 
finished steel. [as published] So, the contribution to the average 
turnaround time is the highest from this sector. 





As for cement and fertilizers, the need to import considerable quanti- 
ties of them has arisen due io the acute power famine all over the coun- 
try last year, which depressed the indigenous production of these commodi- 
ties. Now, the natural import ports for these commodities are Calcutta 
and Bombay, to feed Northern India. But, due to abnormal congestion at 
these ports, shippers have preferred to unload these commodities in 
Southern ports like Tuticorin and Vizag. We have now to carry to the 
North these commodities from the Southern ports which has tremendously 
increased the lead distances and naturally reduced the overall wagon 
availability, since lead distance affects the turnaround time. 


Again, due to the extremely difficult power position in West Bengal, 
where most of the foundries and workshops which manifacture wagon parts 
are located, we are unable to get replacement comporents to repair our 
sick wagons. As a result, the number oof unfit wagons has doubled to 
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8 per cent of our fleet in the last one year. [as published) Just in 
the last three months we have had to send 4000 wagons empty, from the E, 
Railway to the S.E. Railway for repairs in the Southern region, 


Incidentally, I must point out at this stage that if the power position 
is very difficult in the Eastern region it is not because the Railways 
have supplied inadequate coal to the power houses but because of the 
inefficiencies and indiscipline in the power houses themselves. As 
against daily average coal loading to thermal power houses of 2578 
wagons in 1977-78, we transported 2770 between April-December 1979 and 
3290 a day in February this year. 


The Railways are not dead against splitt rake movement of goods but it 
must be realised that the more you split up a rake, the more time will 

be taken to gather up the empties and re-form them again into a rake. 

[as published] So, part rake movement is an inefficient use of the wagon 
fleet, We understand that the steel sector finds the operation of steel 
storage yards as distribution nodes a costly affair. But then, a meet- 
ing point will have to be decided between the cost of setting up and 
operating steel stockyarde and the price of new wagons to accommodate 
split rake movements. 


We have increased the wagon order rate from 11,000 a year to 15,000 a 
year from this year onwards. A new design of higher capacity box wagons 
has also been developed and trial orders placed. Trial orders have also 
been placed for a new design of wagon for carrying steel. But these 
steps will take time to bring relief to the critical wagon possition. 
[as published] For exemple, with the poor power position in the Eastern 
sector, and the poor labour relations in West Bengal, it is doubtful 
whether the wagon building industry can cope with our increased orders. 
[as published] The more immediate need is to increase the efficiency 

of utilisation of our wagon fleet, which calls for better discipline 

all around, not in the Railways alone but also the other sectors. 
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INDIA 


BALES 


ROCKET ENGINE PROTOTYPE--A prototype India-made rocket engine is now 
ready at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre at Thumba, reports PTI. 

Thie information wae given on Friday at 4 meeting of the Consultative 
Committee of MPs for Departments of Science and Technology Space 
Electronics and Atomic Energy. Prime Minister Mre Indira Gandhi 
presided, Prof &. S. Dhawan chairman of the Space Commission told the 
meeting that considerable work had been done in designing and fabri- 
cating rocket engines within the country. Mr Dhawan who and his 

team of space acientists were congratulated by the committee on their 
SLV-3 feat aleo said that work on liquid fuele was continuously going 
on. [ae published) [Text) [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Aug 80 p 1) 


ENGINEERS TO LRAN--The Union government has asked the Association of 
Indian Engineering Industries to send an industrial mission to Iran in 
the next few weeks to probe the possibilities of expanded co-operation 
with that countiy in industrial development. The association presi- 
dent, Mr. Manmohan Singh, announced this at a meeting yesterday with 

an iranian delegation of industrialists led by the Iranian deputy ainister 
for labour and social affairs, Mr. Syed Ali Sataripour. The Iranian 
minister told the meeting that there were two specific areas where his 
country needed immediate assistance--setting up of small-scale estates 
and construction of an alloy steel plant after the revocation by Iran 
of a West German proposal for the setting up of such a plant. The 
delegation sought the association's assistance in identifying Indian 
firme which could provide engineering know-how and plant and equipment 
as well a8 managerial services. Mr. Sataripour stated chat the current 
lranian policy wae to discourage the system of royalty payments on know- 
how. But joint ventures with non-aligned countries, specially India, 
would be encouraged. [as published) [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 10 Aug 80 p 6) 
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TINDONF STA 


INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR TO HANOI COMMENTS ON VIETNAMESE VIEWS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 24 Jul 80 pp i, 9 


[Text] The Cambodian political situation can be settled if there is 
political change in Vietnam, Basically, Vietnam wants to maintain the 
present situation in Indochina, with all of ite capability. 


Indonesian Ambassador to Hanoi Sudarsono «aid this in response to a 
correspondent 's query, after he was received by President Soeharto at his 
home in Jalan Cendana. The ambassador reported to the president on the 
resulte of his firet 4 monthe of service in Hanoi, 


Sudarsono would not elaborate on what he meant by “political change in 
Vietnam.” If it were to be explained, it might offend the leaders of Vietnam 
“while I am etill serving in Hanoi,” he said. 


He believes the Cambodian conflict will drag on. Moreover, Vietnam is prepared 
to hold on indefinitely. “During my 4 months there, it has become obvious 
that Vietnam is maintaining a take it or leave it attitude,” added the former 
Foreign Ministry Director of Pacific Asian Affairs. 


Vietnam's attitude conflicts strongly with an ASEAN and United Nations 
resolution calling for complete withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
Cambodia. According to Sudarsono, the thinking of Vietnamese leaders must 
be kept inmind. They feel that the PRC is the primary threat to Vietnam. 


Vietnam feels thie threat via the Pol Pot regime in Cambodia. If Vietnam 
were to withdraw all its troops from Cambodia, which currently support the 
Heng Samrin regime, it would permit the return to power of Pol Pot. This is 
a difficult problem for Vietnam, since the only infrastructure and ailitary 
force in Cambodia has been created by Vietnar. 


Sudarsono believes that the possibility of Prince Norodom Sihanouk's return 
to Cambodia as an alternative is remote. Sihanouk no longer has a following 
in Cambodia; his supporters have fled. Their mistakes in power were the 
source of defeat, and they fled abroad. Thus, they cannot win support 


among the people 
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iveryonwe Gow recognizes that the only power which can oppose the Henge Samrin 
regime ia the Khmer Rouge. Thies is acknowledged by both Vietnam and the Kc, 
There te no other viable force, whether Free Khmer or Khmer Serei, “That is 
the situation in Cambodia,” Sudarsono explained, 


lie added that Pol Pot still has real etrength, alth ugh it has deteriorated, 
Above all, he wante to overthrow the Heng Smarin regime, which is supported 
by Vietnamese troops, “I de not think he can," added the abmassador. 


The l}th annual ASEAN foreign minister's meeting in Kuala Lumpur at the end 
of June produced opinions that an ASEAN dialogue with Vietnam was possible 
only if Vietnam wae willing. According to Ambassador Sudarsono, Vietnam 
believes ite attitude ie “misunderstood;" Vietnam is ready “at any time” 

for a dialogue with ASEAN ations, because there is no reason not to hold 

a dialogue. The main enemy is the PRC; “we are not interested in fighting 
any ASEAN nation; we wish to be friends, including with Thailand,” Sudarsono 
quoted the opinions of Vietnamese leaders. 


According to Sudarsono, Vietnam does not fear that ASEAN will become allied 
to the PRC. “However, in the opinion of Vietnamese leaders, the PRC is 
allied with the United States, and Thailand is involved," Sudarsono noted. 


"At present, ite really a question of trust. We don't trust them, and they 
don't trust use. Thies trust can be fostered if we meet often and have 
frequent dialogues. 


Now, a dialogue would enable us to understand our respective views. If we 
understand each other, it will be easier to appreciate one anothers’ views." 


in late June, Singapore Deputy Prime Minister S. Rajaratnam said in Kuala 
Lumpur that a dialogue with Vietnam about Cambodia would not be very useful. 
That is because Hanoi is not fully free in its dominance of Cambodia. 
“Perhaps it would be better if we talked with the Soviet Union, and suggested 
a dialogue with the PRC,” said Rajaratnam. 


According to Sudarsono, this problem was often stressed to Vietnam. However, 
that is not the source of the problem. Sudarsono quoted Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister aguyen Co Thach, who declared that regarding Vietnam as a client 

of Russia was demeaning. “We fought for 30 years, but they regard us as 
such," Sudarsono quoted Nguyen Co Thach. 


The problem is that Vietnam does not have a choice. They must seek help 
from whoever will give it. Since 1950, only the Soviet Union has helped 
Vietnam. “I once said that if necessary, I would ask Satan, himself, for 
help,” said Sudarsono. 


In order to survive, Vietnam was forced to accept Russian aid because there 
was no choice. Above all, they did not want to become a Chinese proviuce 
again. 











When asked whether it was possible that the Indochina question could be 
settled if the United States ie prepared to give economic aid to Vietnam, 
Sudarsono did not deny it. “Vietnam's attitude is that they want to open 
diplomatic relations with the United States," said Sudarsono, 


However, the United States, for ite own reasons, has not reaponded, |. haps 
it is a “question of self-esteem,” Sudarsono commented, adding that "the 
ball is with the United States, not Vietnam," 


He added that the economic situation in Vietnam was “bad". The GNP is just 
$90 per capita, They will be pleased if it can be raised to $200 per capita 
by the end of the century. 


He characterized the economic situation in Vietnam ae “one in which someone 
can do little work, and be rich in an association.” People work hard, and 
are poor, but are not miserable, as in Calcutta or Bombay. “There are no 
deaths from famine, because the distribution system is good," he said. 


9197 
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INDONESIA 


SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR ANALYZED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 16 Jul 80 pp 4, 10 


[Interview with Minister of Foreign Affaire Mary Alcatiri of the Democratic 
Republic of East Timor by Joao Miranda in Luanda, date not given) 


[Text] Mary Alcatiri, minister of foreign affaires of the Democratic 
Republic of East Timor, visited the offices of this newspaper recently. In 
the course of thie vieit he familiarized himself, through information 
provided by the leading structures, with the routine operational cycle at 
this mass communications organ. 


At the conclusion of his visit, this Maubere leader cordially agreed to 
speak to our journal about some aspects of the struggle of the people of 
his country against the Indonesian invaders. This was a timely interview 
which we are printing in full for our readers. 


Mary Alcatiri began by making a detailed analysis, at our request, of the 
situation prevailing in East Timor. 


The following is what he told us. 


Mary Alcatiri: We can describe the situation in East Timor as one of 
resistance on the offensive. I say resistance on the offensive to the 
extent that after we completed a certain period of reorganization of our 
forces, a period even of correction in our ranks after the death of 
President Nicolau Lobato, we have now launched an offensive on a broad 
scale on the level of guerrilla groups scattered throughout the national 
territory. This current offensive is in practice designed to exhaust the 
enemy. Currently we are more concerned with the mobility of our forces 
than the holding of large liberated areas. And why are we doing this? 
First because until 1978 we controlled 85 percent of the national territory 
and ». percent of the population lived in these liberated areas. 


The enemy found himself incapable of advancing on land and reducing these 
areas controlled by the FRETILIN [Revolutionary Front for East Timor 
Independence]. The problem is also that the enemy saw that there 








was 4 weak point in the FRETILIN, the total lack of anti-aircraft 
weapons. 


Beginning then, the enemy identified as its targets the defenseless 
civilian population and also the farm zone, i.e. the economic bases for 
the continuation of the war. Having defined these main targets, the enemy 
undertook to use his most effective weapon, i.e aerial bombing. And then 
we suffered great massacres on all levels, the destruction of whole towns 
and settlements, the destruction of crop fields, and moreover a large number 
of patriots fell during this period. Faced with this problem, we saw an 
urgent need to change tactics. We desperately needed to avoid offering 
the enemy large targets and we also saw, on the other hand, that we needed 
great mobility for our forces, a mobility which could reach the enemy's 
nerve center. And so we organized the masse surrender of our people. 
Beginning then, as of the second quarter of 1979, there began to be mass 
surrenders of our people, organized surrenders accompanied by FRETILIN 
cadres. 


No More Enemy Targets 


Currently we can see that half of our population is still living in zones 
controlled by the enemy. And what did this make possible? First of all, 
the enemy lost his target for aerial bombing. Secondly, we transferred 
into the enemy camp all of the problems of the population, of a food and 
medical-care nature. Thirdly, we can also say that we have transferred to 
the enemy camp the “water in which the fish can swim." This is a tactic 
which seemed to us a priori risky, to the extent that it would normally 
increase the cost of living for many of our compatriots. But it was the 
most viable alternative, was and still is. 


Therefore by organizing this mass surrender, we succeeded in fact in 
placing our people, politically loyal to us, in the enemy sectors as our 
bases of human support. 


At the beginning of this year, we began to see ever-increasing guerrilla 
activity, to the point that the enemy himself admitted this reality on a 
number of occasions. Then in February of this year, some towns in East 
Timor were occupied by our forces for several hours. And during the hours 
in which they occupied these towns, our forces took all of the Indonesian 
war materiel located there, all food and other types of supplies necessary 
for the war. And then they withdrew again to their bases. Again recently, 
precisely a month ago, there were three simultaneous ordered attacks on 

the city of Dili. We can say that the simple fact that we reached Dili and 
carried out an attack of that scope in itself shows that we have totally, 
or at a minimum almost totally, achieved our goa’s, because we defined 
greater mobility for our forces, reaching the nerve centers of the enemy 
and not concerning ourselves greatly with holding large liberated areas as 
the new tactic of struggle. In political—military terms, the situation 
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developed very favorably. Even in the zones occupied by the enemy, the 
resistance has recently become active, 


The enemy planned to hold a "popular consultation” for the choice of nation- 
ality. This was in December and January of last year and this year, 
respectively. What is certain te that the "consultation" began in Dili and 
in the second city of Baucau. There were at least about 20,000 persons 
living in Dili and 17,000 rejected Indonesian nationality. Then the con- 
sultation had to be interrupted. Precisely the same thing happened in 
Baucau. Thus of those consulted, more than 90 percent rejected Indonesian 
nationality. This is an important fact for us. Parallel to this, the 
Indonesian schools are empty on the initiative of the people themselves. 
They are establishing their own schools, private schools, in which the 
Indonesian language is not taught. These are schools where education is 
provided in Portuguese and Tetum. It is this type of resistance which can 
be seen in addition to the armed resistance. And then there has been the 
birth of various polyvalent cultural groups seeking to express the Maubere 
culture in patriotic fashion, urging resistance. Some individuals in 
these groups have been arrested or have disappeared, and we do not know 
their whereabouts. We can say that there is a rather hopeful prospect for 
the East Timor problem in the political-military field. 


Position Becomes More Acute 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: Is the political situation within Indonesia itself 
favorable to your struggle? 


Mary Alcatiri: Yes, we believe that the situation in Indonesia has developed 
favorably in this regard. Moreover the opposition in Indonesia, a fact 
known to the regime itself, has spread throughout the territory and it is 
headed by personalities known to us, not personally, but politically. We 
know in fact who they are and what they want, and we sincerely believe that 
although the problem of East Timor has not been used as a main factor in 
overthrowing the regime, the problem of corruption on high levels is the 
main weapon of these opponents of the regime. Nevertheless, we have learned 
in more private talk and have received reports that the problem of East 
Timor has been raised. It is necessary to know that Indonesia is spending 
at least $500,000 a day in East Timor, that is in economic terms. In 
political terms, it was East Timor which totally brought discredit to 
Suharto's regime on the international level. It was not the coup of 
‘65--no one now remembers the coup in ‘65, in which a million Indonesians 
died, but rather the East Timor problem which brought it discredit. If the 
new regime is to regain prestige, it cannot under any circumstances maintain 
the occupation of East Timor. 


There is a real possibility of a coup d'etat now in the coming months, or 
within the next 2 years. No one can guarantee anything in Indonesia. What 
is « is that it is known that a coup was being planned--this is known 
because it has already been denounced by the regime itself--for 17 August. 
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The names of the main leadera of the coup are now known. There were 2 
generale, plue another 50 high officials in Indonesian political circles, 
fut none of them hae been arrested thua far, There is total incapacity 
on the part of the regime to capture these individuals. What ie happening 
currently? One can really see one thing-weither the regime is seeking a 
political solution between the two parties, or it may be that the rey'me 
has been pressured to the point of collapse, without need for a vivlent 
military action, Or yet again, it may be that the coup planned for 

17 August has been moved up. 





All of this could happen--it should be noted that the Americans have al- 
ready acknowledged that Indonesia could turn into a second Iran. Thie is 
what the American strategists, such as an admiral whose name I do not 
remember, say. Thus the situation has truly developed in a way favorable 
to the East Timor problem and within the Southwest Asian context. 


A Great International Movement 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: On the international level, to what extent has there 
been solidarity with the FRETILIN? 


Mary Alcatiri: There is a4 great in.ernational movement, particularly in 
the West, but we began by noting at the outset that the United States of 
America always took the side of Indonesia. Ninety percent of the weapons 
being used against the Maubere people are American weapons. What is certain 
is that recently, since a delegation of American congresemen paid a visit 
to East Timor, during which they visited only two places, the capital and 
one other locality 40 kilometers to the south of it--after this visit the 
U.S. Congress voted a resolution. They made no public statement. We 
learned from a report of a private nature that they acknowledged that the 
FRETILIN was active throughout the national territory. On that basis, the 
American Congress had to discuss probleme pertaining to East Timor and then 
a resolution of a humanitarian nature was approved, a resolution which was 
submitted to the Senate for approval and was also approved. Now a second 
resolucion, one of a political nature, which to use their own term is to 
“encourage” Indonesia to withdraw all ite forces from East Timor, is to be 
debated. This is an important fact, to the extent that the greatest ally 
of Indonesia against East Timor is the United States of America. Also, 
moreover, tne U.S. undersecretary of state for Asian affairs recently 
acknowledged as a government official, and for the first time since the 
struggle began in Fast Timor, that the FPRETILIN was active throughout the 
national territory. Obviously, we see the same thing, apart from the 
United States of America, in certain European capitals. For example, just 
at the beginning of this month, Lord Carrington, the British secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, said in response to a «vestion asked by some 
British parliamentarians about East Timor that "the British government has 
recognized and does recognize the right of the people of East Timor to self- 
det«rmination and independence." However, we believe that the British 
government has not yet done anything to confirm this assertion. And also, 
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on the level of the European Parliament, which we might call the political 
body of the PRC countries, a resolution criticizing the Indonesian 
position in attacking Fast Timor was introduced, asking for the withdrawal 
of all ite forces from my country, recognizing the right of the people of 
Rast Timor to self-determination and asking all of the EEC countries to 
suspend all economic support for Indonesia for so long ae that country 
continues ite occupation of East Timor, 


No Political Probleme With Portugal 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: What about the position of the Portuguese government, 
in ite capacity ae a former colonizing power? 


Mary Alcatiri: Well, the Portuguese position is an old one. The rightist 
government of the Democratic Alliance, we must admit, was the first govern- 
ment to include the problem of Rast Timor in its program when it took power. 
However, to date, nothing clear has been established. We classify the 
Portuguese position as an effort to initiate a process on the basis of 
maneuvers. 


Why do we say this? Because the parties which are in power in Portugal 
immediately launched the process with the establishment of movements in 
Portugal, among the refugees from Timor, movements which have no meaning 
and which are remote from the reality of this struggle, whic), have no 
capacity tor political intervention, and which are not movements but 

petty groupe. One of these has only six members, and they seek to place 
these so-called movements on the same level as the FRETILIN. We cannot 
accept this in any way. We have already made ourselves clear to the 
Portuguese executive branch. We are prepared to find points of agreement 
in order to establish a platform for cooperation, but as the sole legitimate 
representatives of the people of East Timor. We have juridical problems to 
resolve with Portugal, but we have no political problems to resolve with 
Portugal. 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: Have the Maubere people received any support from the 
socialist community? 


Mary Alcatiri: Well, as you know, we define the socialist countries as our 
natural allies and we do, like other countries which have taken up the 
struggle to date, have the support of the socialist countries. Therefore 
we regard the socialist countries as our allies. But regrettably, we have 
to admit that we have had the support of some socialist countries, such as 
those in Asia and others. We have had support from Cuba, but from the 
socialist countries of Europe, the so-called Eastern countries, we have not 
had any kind of support. Obviously, up until 1978 many of them voted in 
favor of our resolutions, almost all, with the exception of Yugoslavia, 

in the UN. But in 1979, only the Soviet Union, Belorussia and the Ukraine 
voted in favor of our resolutions. All of the others either abstained or 
were not present to vote and did not participate. We believe that this is 








4 serious situation, to the extent that we feel betrayed, and this is our 
position, Our efforts, with a view to winning the support of the social- 
iat nations, will continue, but we cannot in any way fail to be critically 
opposed to what has happened to date, We think that this is too much. Our 
Mauber patriots who died will not even have had time to underatand thir 
position of the socialiat countries. We who remain alive are cont! ruing to 
atruggle, and we will seek to make further efforts, we will seek to under- 
stand thie delay. But those who have already died did not have time to 
underetand, 


One Does Not Choose Neighbors 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: What has the position of Australia been in relation to 
your struggle? 


Mary Aleatiri: The position of Australia as 4 government is a bad position, 
a position favorable to Indonesia. It is allied with Indonesia because not 
only does it not support the FRETILIN, but it will not allow its members to 
enter Australia to pursue work with the progressive forces, with the trade 
unions, with the 5,000 refugees from Timor who are there supporting the 
struggle. Therefore it is a position totally favorable to Indonesia. How- 
ever we have considerable support ou the level of other political forces 
such as the Australian Labor Party, which is the leading political force 

in Australia as a party, for the government is a coalition government of 
various parties, and we have trade unions, we have other Australian 

leftist political parties, although small, which are rather active in 
support of the FRETILIN and we have many humanitarian and democratic or- 
ganizations in Australia which support us. Despite everything, the problem 
of East Timor is still a focal one for Australia. Every day the Australian 
newspapers report on East Timor, and every day the government is criticized 
for ite position with regard to East Timor and Indonesia. 


Thus there is a favorable situation which at any given time may be utilized 
by the FRETILIN. I say at any given time because the elections in Australia 
are approaching and there is every likelihood that the labor party will win 
the elections. 


We have reports of links between Australian rightists and some refugees who 
are opposed to the FRETILIN, and we think that any type of maneuver against 
the FRETILIN could never be successful, to the extent that it is the sole 
representative force which has fought and really is fighting against 
Indonesian aggression. And if it is still possible to speak of East Timor, 
of the right of the people of East Timor to self-determination and inde- 
pendence, this is due to the resistance which the FRETILIN organized, with 
the total support of the people. 


We believe that the revolutionary process in East Timor has already taken on 
a form such that it is irreversible. And given this position, we could in 
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no way say we are unprepared to cooperate again with the Australian 
government one day, whenever it may be. It is a neighboring country and 
one does not choose one's neighbors. 


Our Firmesat Bases 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA: In conclusion, Comrade Mary Alcatiri, can you tell us 
what support the people of Angola and the other African countries with a 
Portuguese background have given the struggle of the people of East Timor? 


Mary Alcatiri: Angola, as well as Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde 
and Sao Tome and Principe have given us full support, within the limite of 
the potential of each. We can say that we find our firmest bases in these 
countries. At the most difficult moment, which we experienced in 1979, we 
had from these countries not only the same support they gave us up to 1978, 
but an increase in that support. They were able to understand that these 
were most difficult moments when they needed to support us more, and not 

to withdraw support. Therefore we have no doubt that it is in these 
countries that we have our most solid bases. 


The Maubere People Will Triumph 


A war developed about 5 years ago to the northwest of Australia between the 
people of East Timor and the expansionist and invading government of 
Indonesia. The heroic struggle of the people of East Timor against the 
illegal occupation of their sovereign and independent territory has taken 

on spectacular dimensions in recent times. From the military viewpoint, the 
guerrilla fighters of the FALINTIL have not ceased to inflict harsh blows 

on the soldiery of Indonesia. On the political level, we are witnessing 
great support of the liberation struggle by the people's masses and protest 
movements within Indonesia against the occupation of the territory of East 
Timor. 


Despite the successes achieved by the Maubere fighting forces on the inter- 
national level, the war in this region is apparently being neglected. 

There are those who recognize its existence but avoid discussion of it. 
Others, in an attitude which could be called speculative, are simply 
waiting for something to happen in favor of one of the forces participating. 


One thing is certain, however: these various forms of political chess 
being played on the international level are convergent, working always and 
openly against the struggle of the peoples for their independence and 
freedom. But despite the imperialist machinations designed to camouflage 
the aggressive nature of the Djakarta regime in the eyes of the world 
public, the progressive world never ceases to raise its voice in favor of 
the sister people of East Timor. 


The struggle of the Maubere people against the Indonesian invader will 
triumph, and peace will be established in that country. The Indonesian 
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government and all of those who support it in its massacre and the genocide 
of the people of East Timor will have to resign themselves, sooner or later, 
to an inevitable defeat. Opinion within the country has already had enoug), 
with the innumerable young Indonesian lives lost thanks to a war which only 
does them harm, apart from other factors decisive in the political reso).- 
tion of the problem, 


The statue of the war in East Timor is in fact becoming tenser every day 
and thie has domestic effects in Indonesia itself, because it is causing 
the exacerbation of local conflicts between the !.donesian patriotic 
forces and the Suwarto government, which is in the throes of dying. 


East Timor, with an area of 18,925 square kilometers and a population 
estimated at about a million inhabitants, was a former Portuguese colony, 
and ite occupation dates back to the 16th century. After the 25 April 
revolution in Portugal, a confused situation developed in East Timor, re- 
sulting from the complexity and ambiguity of the policy of Spinola with 
regard to the colontes. 


The situation began to become clearer beginning in September 1974, with the 
birth of the Revolutionary Front for East Timor Independence, which pro- 
claimed an armed popular rebellion on 17 August 1975. After the Portuguese 
administration abandoned the country, the FRETILIN proclaimed the inde- 
pendence of East Timor and established the new sovereign state--the 
Democratic Republic of East Timor--on 28 November of that year. 


The great drama of the history of East Timor after the April revolution 
in Portugal began 7 days after the proclamation of independence, with the 
open invasion ef the new state by the government of Indonesia. And it is 
since that date that the Maubere people, headed by the FRETILIN, have had 
to wage an extremely difficult war to assert themselves as a free and 
independent nation. 
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INDONESIA 


EXPENDITURE INCREASE FOR OIL EXPLORATION PLANNED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesia 30 Jul 80 p 2 


[Text] Foreign oil companies plan to spend $59] million for oil exploration 
in Indonesia in 1980, far more than the $541 million they spent during the 
last 2 years, combined. 


Pertamina, alone will spend $118.3 million in 1980/81, consisting of $29.3 
million in Pertamina funds and $84 million in loans on easy terms from 
Japan's Inoco, part of the $160 million promised. 


Last year, foreign contractors spent $338.1 million for exploration, according 
to Wishnu Hidayat of the Pertamina Foreign Contractors Coordinating Body. 





He noted that this money was spent for survey and drilling activity in 45 
work areas throughout Indonesia. 


He noted that the work areas encompassed some 300,103 km, both onshore and 
offshore. 


Of the 126 exploratory wells drilled during 1978, 30 percent encountered 
oil or natural gas. Last year, 23 percent of the 130 wells drilled were 
successful, while 16 percent of the 61 wells drilled thus far in 1980 have 
produced good results. 


Pertamina will spend $34 million on oil exploration in Java, and $84.3 
million outside Java. All of this exploration will be on-shore. 


Foreign capital investment is rising rapidly, both from old contractors 
(those who signed contracts from 1967 to 1973) and from newer contractors, 
who have signed since 1978. 


Last year, alone, Pertamina signed 11 new contracts, and six more by May 
1980. Pertamine now has 40 current contracts with foreign oil companies. 


Wishnu Hidayat explained that since 1978, Indonesia has received $157.174 
million from foreign firms signing new contracts. Of this bonus, 60 percent 
goes to the government, and 40 percent to Pertamina. 
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Australian radio correspondent Warish Walter rates [Indonesian ol! prospects 
as the clearest in 5 years. 


"In other words, since Pertamina suffered financial problema in 1975, 
Indonesia will increase production from the current level of 1.5 billion 
barrels per day to 1,83 billion barrels per day by 1983/84," he note, 


Walter, who reviewed an American Embassy report, added that oil exploration 
in Indonesia was stimulated by the high international price of oll. 


"In addition, the nation is obviously increasingly stable, both politically 
and economically, compared with Middle Eastern nations, particularly Iran." 


He noted that the domestic demand for oil can be reduced to increase exports. 
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INDONESIA 





SEVEN NEW VILFLELDS IN SUMATRA NOW PRODUCING 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 31 Jul 80 p 2 


{Excerpt} PT Caltex Pacific Indonesia, operating for Texaco and o.andard 
O11 of California, discovered 7? new oilfields in the firet 6 months of 1980. 
The new fields, all located in Central Sumatra, are producing 42,000 barrels 
of ofl per day. This will help maintain PT Caltex Pacific Indonesia 
production at 750,000 barrels per day. 


The 7 fielde are Beruk Field in the coastal plain contract area; Tanjung 
Medan Field; Buaya; Kerang; Jorang; Rokiri; and Topi. 


Beruk Field is the most significant new find. It is located about 36 miles 
northeast of Minas Field, and began producing on 31 March at a rate of 
23,000 barrels per day from 7 operational wells. 


The field is part of the Beruk-Zamrud Project, which is expected to reach 
a production level of about 80,000 barrels per day by 1983. Total finding 
for the project is $89.2 million. 


A 24-mile extension of the Minas-Beruk road is being built through the 

forests and swamps. Also, the 24-inch insulated pipeline, heating facilities, 
and ofl gathering points, which already serve the Beruk Field will be expanded. 
Then, crude of] from 3 other fields in the project can be channeled via Minas 
Field to the Caltex Pacific Indonesia export terminal in Dumai, on the edge 

of the Malacca Straits. Steam and electric facilities will be built to heat 
crude oil for piping to Minas and Dumai. 


The remaining 6 new fields began production during the first 6 months in 
1980, at about 19,000 barrels per day. 
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INDONESIA 


INDONESLAN ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION TO REGISTER ENGINEERS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 23 Jul 80 p 1, 9 


[Excerpt] The rapid pace of development hae outstripped the increase in 
specialists in needed technical fields. Thus, Indonesian engineers will be 
registered, to provide input to colleges in turning out needed technicians. 


A member of the registration team, Siswono, said this yesterday at the 
residence of President Soeharto, after he and other board members of the 
Indonesian Engineers Association were received by the chief of state. 

The president was told that the association plans to complete registration 
early in 1981. 


It was explained that registration will indicate in what fields of engineering 
there is a surplus, and in what fields there is a shortage. At present, it 

is acknowledged that there are many civil engineers in Indonesia. That is 
because this field is stressed in Indonesian colleges, while other fields 
draw less attention. 


Another association figure, Juwono, acknowledged that at present, many 
Indonesian technicians lacked experience on large projects. Thus, President 
Soeharto proposed that starting now, Indonesian technicians work on large 
projects along with foreign experts. This will gain them maximum experience, 
and permit them to carry out large projects alone, in the future. 


Siswono added that experience indicates this will not be done voluntarily. 
“Perhaps, it must be compulsory. Contracts with foreign firms for projects 
should stipulate this. For example, it should be stated that Indonesian 
engineers must be used," said Siswono. 


According to Siswono, there are around 26,000 engineers in Indonesia. They 
are not compelled to join the Indonesian Engineers A sociation; thus, only 
about half are members. 


Association chairman G. M. Tampubolon explained that the registration is not 
for association members, only, but for all engineers. It will assemble data; 
ascertain numbers, specialties, locations, colleges graduated from, and in 
what fields engineers are active. The primary aim is to mobilize engincers 
in the interest of development. 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


PROJECTED RICE PRODUCTION--In this Third Five-Year-Plan, Indonesia must 
strive for self-sufficiency in food production. This means, by the end of 
the Third Five-Year-Plan, Indonesia must be able to produce enough for 
domestic food consumption, and enough for national food reserves, or at 
least a majority of those reserves. President Soeharto stressed this at 
the State Palace on Friday night, when he presented the prize to the winner 
of the national Special Intensification Contest for the 1979/80 growing 
season. The Program for Agricultural Development for the Third Five-Year- 
Plan states that the food needs for self-sufficiency are the equivalent of 
170 kgs of rice per capita. This consists of 125 kgs of rice; 19 of corn; 
22 of cassava; and 4 of sweet potatoes by 1983. Based on the projected 
1983 population of 149,42] million, this means a total of 25.417 million 
tons of food for 1983, including 18.678 million tons of rice; 2.839 million 
tons of corn; 3.280 million tons of cassava; and 620,000 tons of sweet 
potatoes. Rice production for 1983 is projected as 20.800 million tons, 
with 16.310 million tons from intensification and 4.490 million tons from 
non-intensification. This would mean a surplus of 2.122 million tons, in 
view of the projected need for 18.678 million tons for self-sufficiency. 
[Excerpts] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Jul 80 pp 1, 12] 9197 
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ROLE OF NEUTRALIST FACTLON ACKNOWLEDGED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 1 Aug 80 p 3 
[Serial Article: "Lao History") 


(Text) Victory of the Lao People's Struggle For National Salvation in 1961- 
1962 


1. Relationship between the neutralist forces and the Lao Patriotic Front 
{LPF} 


After the coup of 9 August 1960 conditions in Laos initially changed for the 
better for the Lao revolution. There arose in Laos a neutralist force which 
consisted of the coup group, a neutral peace group, led by Quinim Phonsena. 

All the people who had a patriotic spirit and loved a neutral peace were in- 
volved, receiving aid and guidance from the LPF. The neutralist forces had 

a large role with a relationship in cooperation with the LPF. With this linkage 
between the two forces the fighting power of the Lao revolutionary force ex- 
panded rapidly. 


The LPF participated with the neutralist force in mobilizing the people of 
Vientiane to resist the attack of the soldiers of Phoumi Nosavan many times. 
On 13 December 1960 American imperialists and Phoumi Nosavan used many 
battalions, among them Thai troops, to make a major attack on Vientiane. 

The LPF joined with the neutralist forces, the students,and the people to 
defend Vientiane. The battle went on for five days. They annihilated more 
than 500 enemy. In order to save the troops for a protracted struggle and to 
avoid losses among the people of Vientiane, on 17 December 1960 the patriotic 
forces withdrew from Vientiane and moved the army to Xieng Khouang, arriving 
at 0500 hours on 1 January 1961. They liberated the towns of Thong Hai Hin 
and Xieng Khouang in splendid fashion. In the days that followed they con- 
tinued to liberate the whole province of Xieng Khouang. They made the American 
imperialists and their lackeys suffer and tremble with fear. 


Both forces gave strong support and protection to the liberated area of Xieng 
Khouang. They continued the attacks against the enemy on two main fronts, 
from Tha Viang, Xieng Dong to Tha Thom and along Route 7 to Sala Phou Khoun, 
continuing along Route 13 to Hin Heup. 








2. Vietory of troops throughout nation 


After the turning point of the fighting from the middle of 1959 to the end of 
1960 the guerrilla unite expanded greatly. The important period was after the 
9 Auguet 1960 coup. The people in many places under the leadership of the 

LPF rose up to seize power, take the enemy's weapons for themselves, and 
attack the enemy. At this same time, October 1960, the LPF troops liberated 
Houa Phan Province and destroyed 1,500 enemy soldiers. They liberated many 
areas in the central and southern regions. 


in only @ short time from October 1960 to 3 May 1961 the revolutionary forces 
liberated two thirds of the country and one half of the population. The 
liberated area was connected from the north to the south. The revolutionary 
forces on the attack were mastere of the battlefield. All the people throughout 
the nation demonstrated their joy in being a part of the revolution. The 
people who loved justice in the world showed their support for the Lao 
revolutionary forces. On the other hand the American imperialists and their 
lackeys were severely defeated both militarily and politically. They were 

on the defensive on every front. Then on 3 May 1961 they agreed to accept 

a cease fire proposal from the patriotic forces and to negotiate the solution 
to the Lao problem by peaceful means. But they still tried to find a way to 
delay the discussions in order to have an opportunity to rally and build up 
their troops which were scattered. They they attacked the patriotic forces 
in the hope of strangling the negotiations. 


They invaded Xieng Khouang Province but were defeated. Up to the beginning 
of 1962 (February 1961-May 1962) they used 20 battalions to attack the 
liberated area of [Meuang] Louang Namtha District and expanded operations 
to the northwest of Laos. But in this region the enemy was very soundly 
defeated. They lost 1,700 men. The remainder fled. When they reached 
Houai Sai, they escaped across the river. Afterward they lost the battle 
at [Meuang} Louang Namtha District. The enemy then agreed to establish a 
three-way coalition government and to sign the 1962 Geneva Accord on Laos. 


in the middle of 1961 the Geneva Conference was held to solve the Lao problem 
by peaceful means. America was obliged to join the conference. The lackeys 
of America had to attend the conference in Laos at Ban Namon (Vang Viang), 
but they looked for ways to obstruct the conference until they achieved a 
victory. At [Meuang] Louang Namtha District the conference proceeded with 
good resuits. 


On 12 June 1962 the provisional national three-way coalition government was 
established with Souvanna Phouma as Prime Minister. In the cabinet there 
were four representatives of the LPF. Souphanouvong was Deputy Prime Minister. 
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INDUSTRY, TRADE SECTOR REPORTS ACTIVITIES 
Produce Purchased in Paksan 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 4 Aug 80 p A4 


(Text) In the firet 6 months of thie year, along with their determination 
to seli various types of goods to serve their local production base, the 
Trade Section, Mevang] Pakean District, Vientiane Province, carried out its 
function in buying produce and many forest products from the people. In this 
period they purchased more than 7 tons of buffalo bones and horn, 960 kg of 
turtle shells and pangolin scales, 12 tons of resin, 460 kg of kapok, 280 
liters of gurjun oil, 18,300 lengths of rattan, 4 tons 650 kg of hardwood 
bark, 4 tons of wet bark, and 6 tons 600 kg of aluminum. 


Ice Plant, Noodle Factory Revived 
Vientiane VIENTLANE MAI in Lao 4 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] Beginning 3 July 1980 the Hotel and Restaurant Company, Vientiane 
Industry and Trade Section, restored old deteriorated factories to normal 
productive capacity, such as the Seng Phet ice plant and a noodle factory. 

In this period of operation the noodle factory produced 7,400 kg of dry 
noodles, 8,980 kg of wet noodles, and 1,660 kg of lump noodles. The Seng Phet 
ice plant produced 2,600 blocks of ice. This was done under the direction 

of the party in restoration and expansion of socialist industrial production 
to meet the needs of society better day by day and without interruption. 

The report stated that in the immediate future the ice plant will change from 
fuel oil to electricity for power. This will raise the production efficiency 
greatly. Along with a good job in the performance of specialized tasks, they 
have also put forth effort in the care of their crops. For example, they have 
weeded 110 hectares of rice fields, harvested four tons of corn, planted 

15 hectares of peanuts and mungo beans. They have expanded their raising 

of livestock to steadily improve their food supplies. At present the workers 
of these companies are energetically laboring to achieve results for the cele- 
bration of the fifth anniversary of National Day, 2 December. 
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Soap Production 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 2 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] From January to June 1980 all the workers of the soap powder factory, 
under the Industry and Handicrafts Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
joined enthusiastically in their specialized taske and achieved good results. 
During this period they produced 225.111 tons of soap powder. The workers 
now are continuing to press on industriously to reach even greater success, 

in order to build up their achievements to salute the fifth anniversary of 
National Day, 2 December. 


Another Vientiane Restaurant Opens 
Vientiane MLENTIANE MAI in Lao 2 Aug 80 p 1,4 


[Text] On 31 July 1980 the Vientiane Hotel and Restaurant Company, which is 
subordinate to the Vientiane Industry and Trade Section, opened a new res- 
taurant in That Luang Market, [Meuang] Sai Settha District, Vientiane City, 
to serve all the cadres, soldiers, police, and people in that locale better. 
Up till now the Vientiane Hotel and Restaurant Company established restaurants 
for the masses to serve the people in seven locations. They are: 1. Morning 
Market 2. Heng Boun Rd 3. Chinaimo 4. Nong Douang Market 5. Sikhai Market 
6. Tha Dewa Market 7. That Luang Market. During this period the Vientiane 
Hotel and Restaurant Company also opened a new handicrafts shop facing the 
Viang Vilai Hotel. This shop carried many kinds of articles such as baskets, 
embroidered goods, and hand woven material. These supply the demands of 
foreign guests and the people in Vientiane Capital. 


Vientiane Textile Production 
Vientiane VIENTLANE MAI in Lao 1 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] From January to June 1980 the cadres and workers of the textile factory 
at Km 10, which is subordinate to the Industry and Handicrafts Department, 
Ministry of Industry and Trade, energetically undertook their specialized 

tasks to fulfill the 6 months production plan. During this period they made 
136,511.2 meters of cloth. The workers of the factory are now putting forth 
great effort in performance of their duties with enthusiasm, to achieve suc- 
cess in welcoming the fifth anniversary of National Day on 2 December. 


Beer Production 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 1 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] From January to June 1980 the cadres and workers of the brewery, which 
is subordinate to the Industry and Handicrafts Department, Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade, determined to complete the production plan, to serve and meet 
the demands of society. They have exceeded the quota and fulfilled the 1980 
production plan. During this period in actual work they were able to make 








and distribute //,436 cases of beer. They achieved 205 percent of the firat 

6 months’ plan, which means that they completed 105 percent of the 1980 pro- 
duction plan, Comrade Senkham Vongvolalat, acting chief of the Industry and 
Handicrafts Department, stated that the brewery exceeded its estimated produc: 
tion and fuliiiled the 1980 plan because that factory had established controls 
with full consciousness as owners, A highly enthusiastic revolutiousr) spirit 
in performance characterized the cadres and workers. They united as the true 
masters of their nation in the new socialist regime, 


Slaughterhouse Operations 
Vientiane VLENTLANE MAI in Lao 29 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] In the first 6 months of this year the workers of the modern slaughter- 
house, which is subordinate to the Food Company, Vientiane Industry and Trade 
Section, endeavored to perform their specialized work to meet the needs of the 
cadres and people with good results. During thie period they inspected 2,700 
buffalo, 13,3861 cattle, and 4,726 hoge. After the actual examination it was 
found that a number of animals raised by the people and brought to the 
slaughterhouse had liver disease, "lo so." [translation unknown], or other 
diseases. These could not be used for human consumption. They destroyed more 
than 1,600 kg of buffalo meat and 13 hogs. The conscientious performance of 
duty by the slaughterhouse workers made [tt possible for the people, especially 
in the Vientiane markets, to reduce the rate of illness caused by eating 
diseased meat. They are aware and bring their animals to the slaughterhouse 
to be killed. Then the meat is sold daily in the markets. 


Tin Factory Reports Production 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAIL in Lao 29 Jul 80 p 1 


[Text] In the first six months of 1980 the cadres and workers of the tin 
factory, located at Phom Than, under the Industry and Handicrafts Department, 
Ministry of Industry and Trade, were determined to fulfill their plan suc- 
cessfully. During this period they produced 506,838 sheets of tin. They 
completed 101 percent of the 6 nonths' plan, which means they have finished 
50.68 percent of the 1980 yearly plan. After this accomplishment the workers 
industriously strove to achieve the 1980 quota of one million sheets with 
enthusiastic endeavor, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of National Day 

on 2 December. 


Xieng Khouang State Trade Expands ° 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 26 Jul 80 p A3 


[Text] Since the last half of 1979 the Trade Section, [Meuang] Pek District, 
Xieng Khouang Province, aside from being determined to seek goods of various 
kinds for sale to the people and purchase and exchange produce and forest 
products from the people with good results, they have concentrated on expanding 
stores for every \ocale. They have now established stores in 12 locations 
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in Ll cantons throughout the district. ([Tasseng) Thong Hai Canton has two 
stores. This facilitated the exchange of goods between state and people, 
as well as improved living conditions and has promoted the expansion of 
production and continually achieve better results, 


The report also states that in the first 6 monthe of this year the people of 
[Tasseng| Meuang Houn Canton and Hat Nga Canton, [Meuang) Samphan District, 
Phong Saly Province, have voluntarily made 62 tripe in their own motor boats 
to transport state goods from |Meuang] Khoua District to [Meuang] Hat Nga 
District with a total weight of almost 40 tons. This was a factor in im- 
proving the Living standards of the people in remote areas, where there are 
no roads to district towns. This action shows their spirit of collective 
mastery and their self-reliance in building progress for their nation. 


Furniture Factory 
Vientiane VIENTLANE MAI in Lao 24 Jul 80 pp 1,4 


[Text] In the first 6 months of 1980 all the cadres and workers of Furniture 
Factory No ], under the Vientiane Industry and Trade Section, were determined 

to perform their specialized jobs well to answer the demands of society. During 
this period they were able to make 125 tables of various kinds, 324 chairs, 

18 cabinets of different types, 20 single, double, and children's beds, 14 
blackboards, and sewed 750 covers for mattresses and armchair cushions. Now 

all the workers are continuing their endeavor on the plan for the last 6 months 
of this year, to achieve success for the celebration of National Day on 2 
December. 


Mining Corporation 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 22 Jul 80 pp 1,4 


[Text] In the first 6 months of this year all the cadres and workers of the 
Lao Mining Company, under the Ministry of Industry and Trade, put forth great 
effort to extract minerals at various mines, such as the mines at Phon Tiou, 
Bo Heng and Bo Nong Seun. During this period they were able to mine 176 tons 
of ore. This was 96.7 percent of the first 6 months’ plan. All the cadres 
and workers are now exerting their energy on fulfilling the production plan 
for the last 6 months of the year. They have also rehabilitated those plants 
to guarantee production and greater efficiency. 


Saravane Trade 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 23 Jul 80 pp 1,4 
{Text} In the first 6 months of this year the cadres of the [Meuang) Saravane 
District Store concentrated on bringing various types of goods for sale to the 


people in the production bases in their district. The goods sold during this 
period were 10,496 meters of cloth, 12,495 skeins of cotton, 4 tons of sugar, 
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18,407 garments for adults and children, 7,676 bara of soap, 2,092 tins of milk, 
371 kg of cotfee, besides production tools and school supplies. At the same 
time the store cadres purchased produce and forest products from the people, 
such as 131 tons of husked and unhusked rice, 691 kg of tiger and bear bones, 
deer horn, and many other item. 
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TRANSPLANTATION PROGRESS REPORTED, FORESTRY WORK DONE 
Completed in Sisat thanak 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 30 Jul 80 p 1 


[Article: "The Farmers in [Meuang) Sisatthanak District Have Finished Trans- 
planting the Annual Wet Rice Crop] 


[Text] After arranging forces to transplant the annual wet rice crop, 
between the middle of May and the end of July 1980, the cooperative members 
and farmers in the various villages in the five cantons in [Meuang] Sisat- 
thanak District, Vientiane City, completed transplanting 880 hectares of 
annual wet rice. 


At present, since the transplanting has been completed, the cooperative 
members and farmers in each village are arranging forces to look after the 
rice in accord with the new techniques. In particular, they are cutting the 
weeds, applying fertilizer, turning the ground, controlling harmful insects 
and diseases, maintaining the water level and so on. 


This is being done so that the rice grows well continually and to ensure 
that there is a good yield. 


Wood Exports Reported 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 30 Jul 80 p 1 


{[Article: “The First 6 Months of the Year for the Vientiane Tree Felling 
Section") ) 


[Text] During the first 6 months of 1980, the cadres and workers in the 
Forest Exploitation Section of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Irrigation in Vientiane City and Province carried out their tasks diligently. 


During this period, they felled 490 trees of various types, including hard 
and soft wood trees, and obtained 16,780 log sections or 818,187.078 [sic] 
cubic meters of lumber. Of this amount, 10,601.987 cubic meters were old 








trees and 7,585,091 cubic meters were new trees. At the same time, they 
issued 161 licenses to fell and cut trees in various areas, taking in 
L5,112 kip. Forest improvement fees were 74,220 kip. The value of stamped 
permite reached 39,800 kip. Sixty-two logs, cut into 6,986 sections or 
6,214,848 cubic meters, were transported to the saw mille. They exported 
944,250 cuble meters of lumber, 


At present, the cadres and workers in this section are carrying out their 
taske diligently in order to fulfill the plans for the final 6 months of 
the year. 


Phon Hong Starchy Crops 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 25 Jul 80 p 1 


[Article: "The People In [Meuang] Phon Hong District Have Planted More 
Than 600 Hectares of Starchy Crops") 


[Text] Since the beginning of June 1979, the people in the villages through- 
out the eight cantons in [Meuvang] Phon Hong District, Vientiane Province, 
heve diligently planted secondary starchy crops. During this period, they 
have planted more than 600 hectares in potatoes, corn, soy beans and mung 
beans. Concerning this amount, the people in [Tasseng] Saka and Phon Si 
cantons planted more than other people, planting 250 hectares. 


At present, the people in these localities are diligently looking after the 
rice that has been transplanted and the starchy crops. 


Houa Phan Starchy Crops 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 22 Jul 80 pp 1-2 
[Article: "The Work Movement in [Meuang] Samtai District") 


[Excerpt] During the first 6 months of 1980, the people in [Meuang] Samtai 
District, Houa Phan Province, made an effort to increase the production of 
industrial crops, fruit trees and starchy crops such as corn, white pota- 
toes and sweet potatoes and they planted cotton and gram, planting a total 
area of 10,000 hectares. This has been done in order to gradually improve 
the lives of the people and cadres in the area. At the same time, food has 
been stockpiled in order to prevent starvation when there are natural 
disasters such as droughts and floods. 


Since January, the masses in [Meuang] Samtai District, Houa Phan Province, 
which includes the cadres, soldiers, police and people in this district, 
have eagerly and voluntarily put the money they have saved in the state 
bank. The total amount banked is 32,227 kip. 


This has been done so that the currency will circulate normally and in 
order to maintain the stability of the kip. 


11943 
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PAKSAN TRADP ACTIVITY--At the end of June and the beginni « of July 1980, 
the trade cadres iv |‘ cuang! Paksan District, Vientiane P. ince, selected 
a group of cadres Lo take consumer goods, production equipment and house- 
hold implements to sel! and barter them to the people in their localities, 
for example in |vasseng!) Na Yao Canton in [Meuang] Mai District and [Tas- 
seng! Pak Nang Canton, which are rural areas where communications are not 
convenient. The goode taken for sale or barter to the people this time 
included the t>lloving: More than 3,000 meters of cloth, 600 blankets, 


several hundred kilograms of canned fish, canned meat, milk and sugar, 
several hundred bowls and pots, 300 knives, more than 100 kilograms of salt 
and other items. Concerning the above tra ling, besides selling the goods 

for cash, the goods were traded for livestock, unmilled rice and other 

things of the people. At present, trading activities between the state and 
the people in the localities mentioned above are being carried on actively 

in accord with Resvulution No 7 which states that "trade is a link in the 
economic system" that continually supports and fulfills the needs of society, 
promotes production and helps improve the living conditions of the people. 
[Text] [Vientiane VLENTIANE MAT in Lao 25 Jul 80 pp 1, 3] 11943 


HUNGER RELIEF IN PHON HONG--At the beginning of July, the welfare office 

in [Meuang] Phon Hong District, Vientiane Province, sent 7 tons of rice to 
help the poor people. This was done in order to help the people in this 
area have enough food on hand so that they can plant this year's annual wet 
rice crop and have a good yield in accord with the guidelines of the party 
and state. At present, the 7 tons of milled rice mentioned above have been 
distributed to all the poor, hungry people. This has made them very happy 
since they will be able to participate in planting the annual wet rice and 
they are grateful to the party and state, which are always very concerned 
about the people. [fext] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 23 Jul 80 p 1] 
11943 


HATSAIFONG STATISTICS, LITERACY--[Meuang] Hatsaifong District, which is 
located in the southeast of Vientiane Province, is one of the 15 districts 
in Vientiane Province. This lovely district extends for approximately 70 
kilometers alone the banks of the Mekong River. In the district are 68 
villages, 11 cantons and a total of 49,198 people. Among these people are 








foreigners such as Thais, Vietnamese, Chinese, Burmese and Khmers. Most of 
these people are farmers. Besides being a lovely area for visitors, [Meuang] 
Hatsaifong District is also an agricultural, handicrafts industry and indus- 
trial area, It ta rich tn natural resources and foreatsa, and agricultural! 
experiments have been conducted here, Changea itn agricultural production 
have been made by changing to socialist cooperative production and © :rlcul- 
tural cooperatives, which have been planting rice in two seasons, and to 
intensive agriculture. On 26 July, throughout [Meuang] Hatsaifong District, 
large ceremonies were held to announce the elimination of illiteracy among 
the people, a negative legacy of the old regime many generations old. On this 
occasion, 3,814 people of the targeted 4,167 people for the entire district 
have been taught to read, which is 91.52 percent. As compared with the 
planned goal of 85 percent, this exceeded the target by 6.52 percent. 
[Excerpts] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 29 Jul 80 p 2) 11943 


CHAMPASSAK BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION--Between April and the middle of July, the 
land and river transport workers in the Public Works Service in Champassak 
Province have, besides carrying out the transport tasks in accord with the 
plans, finished building a bridge across the So Creek at Kilometer 40 on 
North Highway 13. This bridge is a steel bridge; it is 27 meters long and 
4.5 meters wide. It has a weight capacity of 45 tons. These results not 
only make things more convenient for communications and transportation but 
shows the spirit of collective mastery of Lao workers in building and de- 
fending the country. [Text] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 22 Jul 80 p 1] 
11943 


EXPERIMENTS WITH RICE STRAINS--Accoraing to reports from the Agricultural 
section, Vientiane City and Province, the initial results of the rice strain 
experiments by specialists with Pak Cheng rice in the beginning of 1980 were 
good. The experiment involved planting ten strains of rice, including both 
glutinous and non-glutinous rice, The glutinous rice types were Ko. Kho. 

15, Nong Kham Sen 2, IR 848/120, IR 253/100, IR 789. The non-glutinous rice 
types were IR 22, IR 24, IR 2823, and C 4,63/1. The actual results for the 
beginning of 1980 were as follows: Seven strains had good breakage, a short 
growing span, and were resistant to destruction by nature and insects and 
adaptable to soil in the Pak Cheng area and to the soil in many locales within 
Vientiane City and Province. Glutinous rice IR 848/120 had a yield of 4.86 
[as published] per hectare. Nong Kham Sen 2 had a yield of 3.33 per hectare; 
IR 253/100, 2.21 per hectare. For non-glutinous rice the yield was IR 2823, 
4.15 per hectare; IR 22, 2.52 per hectare; Ko.Kho. 11, 3.18 per hectare; and 
IR 24, 2.82 per hectare. Therefore, every state organization and all the 
farmers in Vientiane City and Province should be informed that if any group 
wants to plant these strains of rice, it should notify the Agricultural 
Section, Vientiane City and Province. The objective is to improve day by day 
the quality of rice production in Vientiane and to raise the living standars 
of all the people, so they can be self-supporting and self-sufficient in food 
supplies, under the guidelines issued by the party and state. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 29 Jul 80 pp 1,2) 9615 
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COMMUNTS!) LEADER'S APPEAL~-Kathmandu, July 22 (UNI)--Mr Tuled Lall 
\matya, leader of the banned Communiat Party, has urged the Nepal 
Geverament to recognise the Heng Samrin regime in Kampuchea and extend 
cooperation to the Babrak Karmal Government in Afghanistan. In a state- 
sent here yesterday Mr Amatya said, “self-styled Maoists in Nepal and 
our nonaligned government have only been supporting imperialists and 
world reactionaries by urging withdrawal of Soviet troops in Afghanistan 
and Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea. He also demanded the withdrawal of 
American roope from Taiwan and South Korea. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English ?3 Jul 80 p 3) 
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